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THE LIBRARY TRAINING BOARD 


By Avam StrouM, Chairman, Temporary Library Training Board. 


E Temporary Library Training Board 

has held various meetings as briefly 
reported in our professional journals. At the 
last meeting, held in Cleveland, a communi- 
cation was addressed to the Executive Board 
that no further progress was likely unless ways 
and means could be made available to defray 
expenses of a careful survey, involving con- 
siderable correspondence, visits to some train- 
ing agencies and a continuous sitting, for per- 
haps a week, by the Training Board to record 
its findings and recommendations in a formal 
report. It was felt that intermittent meetings 
for a day or so were unprofitable, the Board 
would no sooner be tuned up to the impor- 
tance of its functions than time for adjourn- 
ment was before it. The generous and en- 
couraging interest of the Carnegie Corpora- 


tion has been expressed in a practical way by 
a grant of $10,000 for expenses, and the 
Board is proceeding, deeply conscious of the 
expectations involved. 

The report from this body even in its 
last edition will be of a preliminary nature. 
We will ascertain certain matters of fact. 
We will formulate certain desirable standards 
in library training, based on present needs and 
experience. It will be a survey rather than 
It will have no 
detailed prescriptions of curative nature for 


a censorious investigation. 


possible existing ills in training institutions. 
Recommendations of such nature would more 
properly fall within the duties of the proposed 
permanent Training Board. 
Our calendar is dated as follows: 
Immediately after the close of the Mid- 
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Winter meetings we will proceed with the 
drafting of our preliminary report which 
should be available within from four to six 
weeks. Copies of same will be forwarded to 
members of the Council, training agencies, 
state library commissions and library organi- 
zations affiliated with the A.L.A. 

The returns will be examined and digested, 
together with such information as may be ob- 
tained through visits, hearings, etc. The 
whole will be thrown into the silo of the 
Training Board to ferment overnight. At 
the close of the proposed eight day sitting 
we will have a compound precipitate that 
will be our last offering. It should be ready 
for print early in May and the Executive 
Board will then no doubt be in fit condition 
to enjoy the healthgiving waters at Saratoga 
Springs. 

Now a few words as to the need of the 
survey that is under way and the spirit in 
which it is going forward. The action taken 
at Hot Springs was, no doubt, in part pro- 
pelled by Dr. Williamson’s report. This study 
has aroused considerable discussion, as it de- 
served to do. If I’m not in error we are 
deeply indebted to its author and the body 
making the report possible. We needed such 
a challenge, such an implied request to take 
account of ourselves. It’s timely. During 
recent years we have been dangerously in- 
fected by the toxin of sentimental tributes for 
services rendered during war days, leading 
even to self-laudation and breeding restless- 
ness and softness. It’s well that someone has 
called a halt. We are at the turn of the road, 
and it may be well to have our professional 
passes vised. 

This matter of library training concerns us 
all. We are all in it. Someone has said that 
Dr. Williamson tells us nothing that is new. 
Maybe not. Who does? But he has done 
this. He has vitalized the silent thoughts, the 
deep concerns, the earnest hopes of a good 
many of us. He has made the dormant fact 





alive. We are aroused. I welcome his report. 
Mere compliments and encomiums are worth- 
less. I would also welcome a competent, fear- 
less report on library administration and li- 
brary executives with honor where it’s due 
and no one spared. I dare say we need such 
a report in order to be sure that we are 
laying the right course. 

A few words on library schools. The op- 
portunity to speak on that subject is a wel- 
come one. I’m prompted by a pleasant sense 
of happy indebtedness to one library school 
in particular. In a very imperfect way I also 
venture to voice the feelings of many who 
realize that our modern library service and 
the recognition given us have been achieved 
very largely with the aid of the trained and 
very often picked workers, moulded and re- 
leased by our library schools. A good many 
of us have given our best years to library 
service; they have been happy years, but it 
would be ungenerous and untrue not to realize 
that these precious recollections would not be 
what they are but for the fact that we counted 
among our fellow-workers so many who were 
trained in library schools and gave so gener- 
ously of their strength and loyal enthusiasm. 
The traditions of these schools are distinct 
assets in our professional records and it’s the 
desire of this Training Board to confer with 
these schools and to submit in due course of 
time such recommendations as will honor the 
past and may prove helpful to the future use- 
fulness of these training agencies. 

Is there any need of change in the ideas and 
courses of library training? The answer 
should be in the affirmative in so far as that 
answer also applies to library service, to the 
administration of every library functioning 
today, to yours and mine. 

I have little patience with some of the re- 
marks in library journals, when discussion of 
library training confines itself to the capacity 
of assistants only. The need of changes in 
library training applies not only to caliber 
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of assistants, but it reaches clear to the top. 
We need bigger chief librarians and execu- 
tives. We are all in it. We all need to look 
sharp and must survey ourselves, to determine 
if we are keeping ahead. All about us we 
sense the presence of constructive, creative 
forces and organizations, enlisted in the ambi- 
tions and energies of humanity and calling for 
new courage, new leaders. 

As you know I live in a manufacturing city, 
where production is driven to a very high 
pitch. There is a great deal of quantity pro- 
duction. I have no figures, and statistics bore 
me. Those librarians, however, who are de- 
voting a great deal of time to computing cost 
units of circulation and who announce the 
soul-stirring fact that one library expends 
27c where another expends only 26c per vol- 
ume would find Detroit interesting. We also 
have our best sellers in Detroit. The Fords, 
and the low unit of cost would warm the 
cockles of our most hardbitten statistician. 

No, I’m not interested in statistics. But I 
have been profoundly impressed with the si- 
lent, organized, untiring research work going 
on in the hidden laboratories of these corpora- 
tions. I believe the Bergson philosophy is 
built on the principle that change is the basic 
fact of life—the ultimate truth. The evolu- 
tion of the process of production has been 
rapid—at times violent. Machines, plants, and 
whole processes have been scrapped instantly 
when better means have been found. Imple- 
ments, tools, thought almost perfect, have be- 
come obsolete within a few years. It’s well 
agreed that the library is or should be the 
laboratory of its community whether mu- 
nicipal or academic. The growth, develop- 
ment and turmoil surrounding us must neces- 
sarily be reflected in our own machinery, and 
call for adjustments. Not ruthless ripping 
out as in the case of inanimate machinery, 
but in formulating new specifications and 


making additions to our power plants. In 
short we do not desire to reduce the quantity 
of such trained workers as have hitherto been 
released from training agencies, whether short 
courses, one year, or two year schools. They 
are all needed. 

But the new orientation necessarily calls for 
expansion. We need to enlarge our ship 
yards, and charter the new craft for further 
adventures ; we needed to apply more exacting 
finishing processes, add new laboratories, 
where the exceptional student may have elbow 
room to demonstrate his ability to do ad- 
vanced work, to develop power of independ- 
ent action, to master his subject and thus to 
make a distinct contribution. 

In short, we need not only the true crafts- 
men who know their tools, but we crave also 
new leaders, fit to match the leading figures 
in the life of our constituency. The services 
of such workers will be sought because of 
their recognized knowledge and that masterly 
grasp of the needs of the hour that trans- 
lates itself into farseeing, sympathetic and ac- 
tive response to the yearnings of our milling 
humanity. 

Is this going forward in a worthy spirit 
and keeping faith with the past! 

A few days ago I spent an hour in the 
crowded, make-shift office of our A.L.A. Sec- 
I noted there the photographs and 
memorials of past A.L.A. presidents, gracing 
the crude office partition wall. It’s easy to 
visualize the inspiring presence of these vet- 
erans. Were they with us today they would, 
I believe, be the first to urge us to abandon 
unprofitable methods, to break new ground, 
to develop our power. 


retary. 


We would honor their memory best by 
going forward in a joint effort and in great 
friendliness. 

Let’s go! 



































WHAT THE TEMPORARY LIBRARY TRAIN- 
ING BOARD IS DOING 


The Temporary Library Training Board is 
seeking suggestions and advice from all who 
are interested in education for librarianship 
and also from authorities on training for 
other professions. 

It has recently held four meetings, two of 
which were for the consideration of details 
and routine, and two to which were invited 
members of the Association of American 
Library Schools, representatives of various 
library agencies and other librarians who were 
in attendance at the Mid-Winter Meetings. 
The open meetings were held the morning 
and afternoon of January 3. At the first 
session Dr. Learned of the Carnegie Foun- 
dation spoke informally on the organization 
and re-organization of the facilities and ma- 
chinery for the diffusion of knowledge. He 
was followed by Dr. N. P. Colwell, Secre- 
tary of the Council on Medical Education of 
the American Medical Association, who, in 
drawing the analogy between the problem now 
confronting the American Library Associa- 
tion and that before the American Medical 
Association at the time the Council on Med- 
ical Education was formed, spoke in detail of 
the difficulties attending the standardization 
of medical education. He said in part, 
“Where there is no legal body in the coun- 
try to effect standardization, this work be- 
comes the duty of the Association having to 
do with the educational subject. You are the 
ones who know the things necessary in con- 
nection with libraries; therefore, so long as 
there is no legal body, the responsibility is 
yours.” 

The Council on Medical Education estab- 
lished, at the beginning, two standards; one 
was sufficiently low for everyone to come to 
in comparatively short time; and the other, 


a standard higher than the one immediately 
recommended, but even so, not as high as that 
in effect in some other countries. 
movement was voluntary. In making the 
classification of schools, the Council consid- 
ered reports from state licensing boards, an- 
nouncements and reports from medical schools 
and information secured from inspection of 
schools. 

“The first inspection,” continued Dr. Col- 
well, “was made in the winter of 1906 and 
07, and our first classification was brought 
out in 1907. Medical Schools were divided 
according to this classification as follows: 
those above 70 per cent, class A; those be- 
tween 50 per cent and 70 per cent, class B; 
and those below 50 per cent, class C; and we 
started out without any idea of measurement 
other than certain items which were arbi- 
trarily picked, like entrance requirements, 
number of teachers, the number of labora- 
tories and laboratory instructors, hospitals, 
buildings, and libraries.” 

Other classifications have been made since 
then and the advancement of schools to 
higher grades has been so rapid as to elim- 
inate anxiety as to definite and ultimate re- 
sults. 


The entire 


The manner of the creation of the Coun- 
cil of the American Medical Association Dr. 
Colwell considered as having been of primary 
importance in the success of the work. It 
was democratic and, from the first, members 
were men of the highest standing in medical 
education. 

Dr. Colwell emphasized the value of the 
personnel records kept by the Council. It 
now receives reports on students as they are 
admitted to the medical colleges, and has full 
information about bona fide students or grad- 
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uates. In other words, it follows the man 
right through his course, and is in a position 
to endorse him if anything has happened to 
the records in the school from which he came. 
The same rules and same standards are ap- 
plied to all alike. 

The schools were graded on 10 points at 
first arbitrarily selected with the considera- 
tion of the most essential needs, and with the 
effort to define bases which could be applied 
to all schools alike. Dr. Colwell emphasized 
strongly the need of inspection. He does not 
think that the raising of standards of med- 
ical training had much to do with cutting 
short the supply of practitioners in rural and 
less remunerative territories. He referred to 
Dr. Fliexner’s report to the Carnegie Foun- 
dation which argued that lower standards 
won't increase the supply of doctors for rural 
communities. 

In standardizing entrance requirements for 
medical courses the American Association of 
Universities’ list, prepared for the Carnegie 
Foundation, was one of the standard lists, as 
were also the lists drawn up by the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools, and later by the Southern 
Association. The North Central Association, 
the Southern Association, the Middle and 
Maryland Association and one on the Pacific 
Coast, all have established commissions for 
the purpose of bringing out lists of approved 
institutions. _ 

In a discussion of salaries and standards for 
determining the qualifications of full time 
teachers in accredited medical schools, it was 
stated that “at first anyone who would qual- 
ify as a professor received from $1,800 to 
$2,500; such salaries now range from $3,500 
to $6,000.” 

The report of Dr. Flexner to the Carnegie 
Foundation which resulted in the raising of 
the standards helped very materially in stim- 
ulating endowments from individuals for the 
support of the schools. 


In conclusion, Dr. Colwell drew attention 
to the importance of close correlation between 
the theoretical or instructional work of the 
school and its laboratory or practical work. 

Following Dr. Colwell’s address, James I. 
Wyer said: “Mr. Chairman, if we are on 
the point of adjourning, it seems to me that 
there is a word that ought to be said. This 
session to me has been worth coming half 
across the continent. We are under obliga- 
tions particularly to the two gentlemen out- 
side our own ranks. We have enjoyed Dr. 
Learned’s friendliness, and more than that, we 
have appreciated the earnestness and sincer- 
ity with which he has considered our prob- 
lems. We have enjoyed and profited greatly 
by these graphic recitals, showing the experi- 
ence of professional organizations akin to our 
own. We have profited most of all by the 
wealth of information that has come so freely 
on points we have raised. I am not going 
to propose a formal vote of thanks; I merely 
want to express (and I am sure that I ex- 
press it for all who are here) our obligation 
and our gratitude.” 

The afternoon session on January 3rd was 
given over to discussions on: 

(a) The organization and basic courses of 


a first year of library school training, opened 
by Phineas L. Windsor. 

(b) The organization and basic courses of 
library training classes, opened by Marie 
Newberry; and apprentice classes, opened by 
Flora B. Roberts. 


(c) The organization and courses of sum- 
mer schools of library training, opened by 
Winnifred Wennerstrum. 

(d) Library training courses in Normal 
Schools, opened by Winnifred Wennerstrum. 


“T want to express my real satisfaction in 
the Williamson report and the things that 
have grown out of it,” said Mr. Windsor. “I 
think that all of the schools are eager for 
any improvement that can come, and when 
the Boards have done their work, when they 
have set these standards and when they have 
classified our schools, and the whole profes- 
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sion has discussed and disputed and finally 
come to an agreement, or at least has stopped 
discussing, | look forward to a time when 
individually be infinitely 
stronger than they are now and when the 
system of schools will be related and will be 
much stronger in the eyes of the educational 


world, and when the whole profession will 


the schools will 


give a much more united and hearty support 
to the work of the schools than has been the 
case in the past. In other words, the result 
of all this will tend to unify and strengthen 
immensely the whole library profession and 
strengthen it in a most fundamental and last- 
ing way.” 

In his discussion of the organization of a 
first year of library school training, Mr. 
Windsor said: “I think the Board should 
take serious consideration of analogies that 
exist and the relation—the educational and 
professional relation—that is bound to exist in 
any well-organized scheme of professional 
education in We 
have to consider the special needs of libraries ; 
we have to consider the special character of 
We have 
to devise a scheme that will work in general 


other professions. 


the instruction in our schools. 


harmony with what here in America is com- 
ing to be a pretty well recognized system of 
professional education. 

“In the second place, I hope the Board will 
consider seriously the proper content and 
scope of the first year’s work in professional 
training, assuming that we have a system of 
one-year schools or two-year schools; the 
schools themselves, the profession generally 
and prospective students would like to know 
whether the curriculum has been thought out 
so there surely is included in it the funda- 
mentals or essentials, or whatever you may 
call them that go to make up a course of 
study that will meet the needs of the pro- 
fession. 

“I should like that somewhat uniform or 
similar one-year course or curriculum worked 


out for another reason: I think it ought to 
be possible for a graduate of a one-year li- 
brary school to complete her course by going 
to a two-year library school.” 

Marie Newberry quoting Miss Welles said: 
“We may call the class receiving a high per- 
centage of formal instruction a training class 
and that which gains most of its knowledge 
of library work through practical experience 
an apprentice class.” She stated that as 
training classes had not as yet been investi- 
gated they could not be evaluated. They had, 
however, investigated one another somewhat 
and found such great variation that she urged 
investigation and evaluation to induce prog- 
ress. 

Flora B. Roberts said that in Kalamazoo 
the apprentice course functioned as a voca- 
tional school under the Board of Education 
and the support of an extra teacher was given 
on this basis. In debating the question of 
clerical or professional training Miss Rob- 
erts said, “You can not control the actions of 
the public who ask questions, and they will 
insist on asking a clerk a professional ques- 
tion. For that reason apprentices should 
have at least a professional vision; they may 
not have professional knowledge but they 
may be given a professional vision, and in- 
struction given to apprentices should be on 
that basis.” 

Winnifred Wennerstrum discussed summer 
schools, qualifications for admittance, and the 
satisfaction of small communities with libra- 
rians having had a summer school course. 

Willis H. Kerr spoke of there now being 
about 110 so-called teachers’ colleges and 
about 100 normal schools, whereas twelve 
years ago there were less than 10 teachers’ 
colleges. 

The philosophy underlying the courses in 
library management which are being given in 
Emporia, Kansas, is to turn out people who 
are prepared to supervise the library in the 


average Kansas high school. Six courses, 
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credit courses, are given in library manage- 
ment, making a total of 16 hours. They are 
so arranged with the usual prerequisites and 
are divided between the junior and the senior 
colleges. 

“The demands are varying and many,” said 
Mr. Kerr, “and if the Temporary Library 
Training Board could, and I think it can, 
standardize the courses and the constant and 
respective equipment for the single courses 
and for any combination of courses offered by 
any of these types of schools, it will be ren- 
dering a very great service.” 

“The whole question of library training 
really travels under a pretty big arch,” re- 
marked the chairman. “The purpose of dis- 
cussing training is primarily not an idea of 
giving any publicity to the A.L.A., nor to the 
matter of books and training agencies, but an 
endeavor to see how we can go forward to 
discharge certain responsibilities by drawing 
up specifications or by standards of our pro- 
fessional status if necessary. 

The medical profession is performing a 
certain public duty, public service for the pro- 
motion of public health; and we are per- 
forming a widening public service which 
perhaps I would call a trusteeship, a guardian- 
ship of public thinking and public intelli- 
gence. If we are doing that, it behooves us 
to know if we are qualified, and to learn in 
what manner we are to carry on and to pre- 
pare ourselves to discharge the duty, and the 
answer should be to extend our limit and 
strike out so as to be in line with other 
professions. Our credentials should be laid 
down and be accepted by them with a feeling 
perhaps and an acknowledgment on their part 
that we are speaking to our peers. 

“From that angle it is certainly important 
to us that we know what these professions 
have been doing in meeting their obligations 
with a sense of responsibility, to discuss it 
very earnestly, very impersonally and very 
bravely.” 


At one of the open meetings a tentative 
outline toward a classification of library 
schools was distributed. This outline was pre- 
pared as a basis for discussion. It was dis- 
tributed to those interested in professional 
training for their suggestions as to any omis- 
sions. A limited number of copies is avail- 
able upon request. 


In outlining tentative standards for library 
schools and in similar undertakings the 
Board is endeavoring to make provision for 
the admission to schools of the exceptional 
person or special student. 


The Board is planning to hold its next 
meeting the end of February, in New York 
City, and a subsequent open meeting there 
about the middle of April. 


Miss Harriet Howe, B.L.S. Illinois, has 
been appointed Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary of the Temporary Library Training 
Board, beginning February 4. 

For discussion of library training by the 
Council see pages 13-15. 


The Secretary stated that the Temporary 
Library Training Board was asked to co-op- 
erate with the Editorial Committee who had 
been requested to submit proposals and budget 
for a series of textbooks, of which the de- 
tailed plan was to be submitted to the Execu- 
tive Board in order that the necessary funds 
for the series might be specifically requested 
some time in the spring of 1924. The Train- 
ing Board was asked to sit in at the meeting 
of the Editorial Committee on the following 
Monday afternoon. 

The Secretary stated that the Association 
of American Library Schools asked that a 
representative of the Board be present at their 
meeting on Tuesday morning, and that at the 
request of the Chairman the Secretary would 
represent the Board. The Secretary asked 
for instruction as to information to be given, 
and the matter was left to her judgment. 
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Miss Curtis presented her report on the 
value of library training. She stated that a 
questionnaire had been sent to librarians of 
college libraries, large university libraries, 


large city libraries, and those in smaller cities 
where the library was a very important 
agency in the educational interests of the 
community. 


WORKING FOR THE A. L. A. 


Miss Mary Parsons was appointed resident 
director of the Paris Library School by ac- 
tion of the Executive Board at the Mid-Win- 
ter meetings. Miss Parsons now in Paris as 
assistant librarian of the American Library 
in Paris will come back to this country 
shortly for a brief visit to make plans for 
the summer course. Miss Bogle, who will 
supervise the work of the Paris Library 
School, will probably go to Paris for a few 
weeks in March and again in July or Oc- 
tober. 


The Committee on the Revision of Adams’ 
Manual reports that the American Historical 
Association Committee has made great prog- 
ress and has seventeen of the thirty chapters 
in final form, and used the Christmas meet- 
ing of the A.L.A. at Columbus to straighten 
out difficulties in the remaining chapters. The 
work progressed very slowly during the sum- 
mer, but results began to be obtained in the 
fall. The libraries have been called upon 
since December 1 for statements of their re- 
sources for scholars in the fields covered. 
This is one of the final points in the progress 
of the work. 


The A.L.A. Committee on Cataloging met 
at the Engineering Societies Library in New 
York on November 30, 1923. The meeting 
was attended by Miss Monrad, Miss Cragin, 
Miss Hiss, Miss Hitchler, Mr. Currier and 
Miss Mann. Four members of the committee 
were unable to be present. 

The chairman gave a report covering the 
activities of the Committee during the past 
few years and brought up the question of the 


unfinished work. A decision was reached on 
the rules for cataloging musical scores and 
the committee voted to prepare a pamphlet or 
handbook covering the whole question of the 
handling of musical scores including the cata- 
loging, both from the author and subject side, 
as well as the binding and preparation of this 
material for the shelves. 

Mr. Josephson, the chairman of the sub- 
committee on Rules for Cataloging incuna- 
bula, reported that these rules would be ready 
for the Committee about the middle of Feb- 
ruary. 

There was a spirited discussion on the cor- 
relation of catalog interests, all of those 
present expressing a desire to have some 
closer relation between the A.L.A. Commit- 
tee and the Catalog Section. By such co- 
operation more could be accomplished and 
duplication of efforts avoided. The follow- 
ing resolution was carried: It is desirable 
that the A.L.A. Catalog Committee affiliate 
with the Catalog Section by making the chair- 
man of the Catalog Section an ex-officio 
member of the A.L.A. Committee, and that 
the Executive Board of the Catalog Section 
consult with the chairman of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Committee. 


The Decimal Classification Advisory Com- 
mittee is at work on two very important ques- 
tions: first, the subjects to be included in the 
next expansion of the D.C., and the possibil- 
ity of issuing from time to time a complete 
revision of certain sections; the other matter 
before the Committee is the revision of 658, 
on which we are marking time to await the 
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result of the conferences now taking place 
between the various societies interested. 


Mr. Roden will undertake with Mrs. Ro- 


den’s help to prepare copy for a textbook on 
Book selection. 


At the request of the officers of the A.L.A., 
the Library Department of the N.E.A. and 
the School Libraries Section of the A.L.A. 
have appointed the following joint committee 
to compile a high school library book list for 
publication as soon as possible: 


Mary H. Davis, chairman (A.L.A. appoint- 
ment). 

J. Lynn Barnard (A.L.A. appointment). 

Rowena Keith Keyes (N.E.A. appointment). 

Frances O’Connell (A.L.A. appointment). 

Margery Van Duesen (N.E.A. appointment). 

Martha Wilson (N.E.A. appointment). 

and the following joint committee to revise 

the Graded list of books for children when 

a new edition becomes necessary : 


Annie S. Cutter, chairman (A.L.A. appoint- 
ment). 


Jasmine Brition (N.E.A. appointment). 

Fannie Dunn (A.L.A. appointment). 

Anne T. Eaton (N.E.A. appointment). 

John B. Heffelfinger (N.E.A. appointment). 

Martha Pritchard (N.E.A. appointment). 

Lillian H. Smith (A.L.A. and N.E.A. ap- 
pointment). 

The Fiftieth Anniversary Committee re- 
ports the appointment from its membership 
of an Executive Committee consisting of 
Mary Eileen Ahern, C. F. D. Belden, W. W. 
Bishop, A. E. Bostwick, M. J. Ferguson, 
G. B. Utley, J. L. Wheeler, J. T. Jennings 
ex-officio, C. B. Roden, chairman; and the 
appointment of three sub-committees as fol- 
lows: W. W. Bishop, John 
Ashhurst, H. H. B. Meyer, Andrew Keogh, 
Fred Landon; Exposition, J. L. Wheeler, 
L. W. Josselyn, Jennie M. Flexner; Publica- 
tions, G. B. Utley, Willis H. Kerr, Hiller C. 
Wellman. 

Tentative suggestions of the Sub-commit- 
tee on Publications for the Fiftieth Anniver- 


Conference, 


sary include: first, the survey report; second, 
a completely revised A.L.A. Catalog of eight 
or ten thousand titles; third, a history of the 
library movement. 

Mr. Wheeler of the Exposition Sub-com- 
mittee recommends an exposition which will 
reach the public as well as librarians, with 
some emphasis on the historical side, some on 
the international. He emphasizes the impor- 
tance of holding the library exposition in the 
traffic 
library building. 


main stream, not necessarily in a 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE’S RE- 
PORT 
We are submitting herewith the report of 
the Nominating Committee. 


President: 
Meyer, H. H. B. 


First Vice-President: 
Hirshberg, Herbert S. 
Mann, Margaret 

Second Vice-President: 
Lowe, John A. 
Watson, William R. 

Treasurer: 

Tweedell, Edward D. 


Trustee of the Endowment Funds: 
Wheeler, Harry A., President 
Union Trust Company, Chicago 
Members of the Executive Board: 
(Two to be elected.) 
Belden, Charles F. D. 
Keogh, Andrew 
Perry, Everett R. 
Walter, Frank K. 
Members of the Council: 
(Ten to be elected.) 
Brewitt, Mrs. Theo- Joeckel, C. B. 
dora R. Manchester, Earl N. 
Craver, Harrison W. Mulheron, Anne 
Dickinson, Asa Don Prescott, Harriet B. 
Greene, Charles S. Rathbone, Josephine A. 





Herbert, Clara W. 
Howe, Harriet E. 


Hyde, Dorsey W., jr. 


Roberts, Flora B. 
Rothrock, Mary U. 
Sanderson, Edna M. 
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Sherman, C. E. Warren, Althea H. 
Smith, Faith E. Wright, Ida F. 
Vitz, Carl 


GeorceE B. Uttey, Chairman; 
CLARIBEL R. BARNETT, 
JEANNETTE M. DRAKE, 

F. K. W. Drury, 

C. SEyMour THOMPSON. 


The Official Ballot will be printed about the 


middle of May and mailed to members of the 
Association. The Nominating Committee 
will “include on such ballot other nominations 
filed with the Secretary by any fifteen mem- 
bers of the Association at least two months 
before the regular meeting, provided written 
consent of these nominees be filed with such 
nominations.” 


A. L. A. CONFERENCE, 1924 


SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK, 
JUNE 30-JULY 6, 1924 


The Forty-stxtH ANNUAL CONFERENCE of 
the American Library Association will be held 
at Saratoga Springs, New York, June 30- 
July 6, 1924. The Grand Union Hotel will 
be headquarters. 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


The Program Committee has in mind a con- 
ference free from local entertainment; with 
not more than one outside speaker; with only 
four general sessions; with one free period 
each day in which no meetings are scheduled 
(if the sections, round tables and affiliated 
societies will agree). 

It is expected that one general session will 
be devoted to education for librarianship, an- 
other to adult education, and a third (which 
will probably be a joint session with the Col- 
lege and Reference Section) to a discussion 
of college, university and reference library 
problems. The fourth session will be general 
in character. 

It is expected that one session of the Coun- 
cil will be devoted largely, perhaps exclusive- 
ly, to the report of the Temporary Library 
Training Board. 

An evening will be set aside for the groups 
which wish to arrange for dinner meetings— 
library schools and others. 

General sessions and other large meetings 
will be held in Convention Hall, one block 


from the headquarters hotel. A number of 
smaller meeting rooms attached to Conven- 
tion Hall, and rooms in the Grand Union and 
United States Hotels will amply accommo- 
date groups of various sizes. The Casino in 
the City Park opposite the headquarters hotel 
has three meeting rooms, one of which will 
seat 500. 

The Grand Union Hotel has a ballroom 
for meetings of 500, a grill room which will 
seat 250 and two pavilions which would pro- 
vide outside meeting places. The entire hotel 
will be at the service of the A.L.A. The lobby 
is large and parlors adjoining can be used for 
exhibit purposes or meetings. 

The Grand Union Hotel has 600 rooms, 
many of which are large so that 800 or 900 
A.L.A. members can be accommodated. 

The United States Hotel, one block from 
the Grand Union, will accommodate approxi- 
mately the same number. It is anticipated 
that practically the entire facilities of this 
hotel will also be required by A.L.A. dele- 
gates. 

In the vicinity of these hotels are other ho- 
tels, several are within a block, and it will 
be possible for persons attending the confer- 
ence to find the accommodations they want 
provided reservation is made well in advance. 
A list of some of the hotels, with rates, fol- 
lows. Requests for reservations received be- 
fore April 1 will be held and treated as if 
received April 1. 
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HOTELS 


Grand Union Hotel (Headquarters) 
American Plan 
Room without bath .................... $6.00 
RS Sind nekeeeaweesscdane 7.00 


United States Hotel 


(One block from Headquarters) 
American Plan 


I ETT $6.00 
MIN MI MIEN 605d co.cc des sdesessa0 se 7.00 
New Worden 


(One block from Headquarters) 
American Plan 
Room without bath.................... $6.00 


RN NID oc cin cascisawedsnsiaace 7.00 
Hotel American 
on os Scee erence $5.00 and up 
EE SD an cddkbeenicescae 2.50 and up 
Saratoga Inn 
ID nc cckddweniewen ces $2.50 and up 


There are boarding houses with rates rang- 
ing from $2.50 per day up, American plan; 
also a number of good rooming houses, rates 
$1.00 per day upwards. There is a variety of 
restaurants and lunch rooms. 

All requests for reservations should be ad- 
dressed: American Library Association Rep- 
resentative, care Manager, Grand Union Ho- 
tel, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. Be sure to state 


clearly your desire as to price, hotel, any ar- 
rangement as to roommate (giving name), 
date of arrival and other facts which will 
help our representative in assigning satisfac- 
tory quarters. In signing your name, please 
give title, Mrs., Miss or Mr. 


EXHIBITS 


Arrangements will be made for commercial 
exhibits and for official exhibits. Committees 
and sections of the A.L.A., or affiliated groups, 
desiring to make official exhibits, should com- 
municate with the secretary of the A.L.A. 


PRELIMINARY TRAVEL NOTICE 


Saratoga Springs, just north of Albany, is 
easily reached from all points of the country. 
Reduced round-trip rates will undoubtedly be 
granted by all railroads east of Denver. 

Special travel parties will be announced, 
from the middle west starting from Chi- 
cago, from Washington and points in the 
North Atlantic states, and from Boston and 
eastern New England. 


POST-CONFERENCE TRIP 


There will be an opportunity for a post- 
conference week covering a visit to the Adi- 
rondacks and Lake Placid, with motor trips 
to points of interest in that region, and re- 
turning to Albany via the Lake Champlain 
and Lake George country. 


CHICAGO MID-WINTER MEETINGS 


The Mid-Winter Library Meetings at the 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, were attended by 
350 persons. 

The A.L.A. Council held three sessions, all 
open to the public; Executive Board, four 
sessions; Temporary Library Training Board, 
five sessions, two of which were open meet- 
ings; normal school librarians, university li- 
brarians, and Institution Libraries Committee, 
two sessions each; League of Library Com- 


missions, Bibliographical Society of America, 
Association of American Library Schools, 
Public Documents Committee and Fiftieth 
Anniversary Committee, one session each. 


COUNCIL MEETINGS 
January 1-2, 1924 
First Session 


A meeting of the Council of the American 
Library Association was held in the Hotel 
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Sherman, 
uary 1, 1924, 2:30 p. m. 
Judson T. Jennings, President, presided. 


Chicago, Illinois, Tuesday, Jan- 


Biennial Conferences 


A resolution adopted by the Rhode Island 
Library Association on June 19, 1923, was 
read to the Council. That resolution recom- 
mended “biennial instead of annual confer- 
ences of the American Library Association 
with regional meetings on alternate years” 
and asked the Council “to take such regular 
and constitutional action as will assist in the 
inauguration of this plan in 1927, the first 
year of the second half century of the As- 
sociation.” The proposal was discussed at 
length, and it was 

Voted, That the President be authorized 
to appoint a special committee to ascertain 
the sentiment of the Association and to place 
before the Council the arguments for and 
against changing the constitution or by-laws 


in such manner as to provide for biennial 
conferences. 


It was 
Voted, That the communication from the 


Rhode Island Library Association be received 
and referred to the Special Committee. 


It was 
Voted, That the President ask for a show 


of hands of those favoring annual or bi- 
ennial conferences. 


All members of the Association present 


were asked to vote. The vote was as fol- 


lows: 
For biennial conferences................- 84 
For annual conferences... ........6. e000 14 


Not voting 
It was understood that this vote is in no 


way binding upon the Council or the Com- 
mittee. 


Vote of Thanks for Gifts 
It was 


Voted, That the Council of the Amer- 
ican Library Association record its thanks to 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial and the 
American Committee for Devastated France 
for their recent gifts to the American Library 
Association for library work. 


It was also 


Voted, That the Council record its cor- 
dial appreciation and endorsement of the in- 
terest and work of those officers, Executive 
Board members and Committee members 
whose presentation of the needs of the As- 
sociation have resulted in these gifts; and 
that the Council urge the Executive Board to 
continue its efforts to secure more adequate 
funds for the work of the Association. 

Library Training Agencies 

PRESIDENT JENNINGS: Librarians have for 
many years had a keen appreciation of the 
interest manifested in libraries by Mr. Car- 
negie and by the Carnegie Corporation. Hun- 
dreds of library buildings erected in this and 
other countries through their generosity have 
had a marked influence on library progress. 
During the last few years these donations for 
buildings have dwindled in number and now 
they have practically ceased. The reasons for 
this discontinuance have been clearly stated in 
the Corporation’s printed report for 1922: 

“During the past three years, the trustees 
of the Corporation have discontinued the 
granting of public libraries in the belief that 
so many of these have been provided, and so 
many communities have received the impulse 
for library facilities, that the purpose which 
Mr. Carnegie had in view has been in large 
measure accomplished. It is their hope that 
the library movement has now gained such 
headway that the continuation of the work 
by other communities will be effected without 
aid from the Corporation.” 

I think that we are to be congratulated, 
however, on the fact that the discontinuance 
of these donations for library buildings does 
not indicate a waning of interest in libraries 
on the part of the Corporation. There are 
many evidences that the interest is still there 
but will be manifested in other ways. One 
way at least will be library training. Mr. 
Carnegie showed his interest in this subject 
many years ago by donations to individual li- 
brary schools. Recently the Corporation has 
given $10,000 for the work of the Temporary 
Library Training Board and $5,000 for a li- 
brary school textbook. The most important 
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manifestation of interest on the part of the 
Corporation, however, was its employment of 
Dr. Williamson to make a survey of the li- 
brary schools. It is this report that is now 
before you for discussion. The report has 
been reviewed by many library schools and by 
many librarians in the Library Journal and 
in Public Libraries. This discussion I take 
it will be a continuation of those reviews. 


It seems to me a very logical thing that the 
Corporation, having invested so much money 
in library buildings should now be interested 
in seeing that those libraries and other li- 
braries are so managed as to produce the best 
results and to make their previous investments 
worth while. And I think too that librarians 
are to be congratulated on the wisdom shown 
by the Corporation in choosing library train- 
ing as one of the avenues through which it 
may show its continued interest in libraries. 
American libraries and the American Library 
Association have many needs, but none of 
these needs is more important than library 
training. Better trained librarians will bring 
some at least of the other things that libraries 
need, such as better library service, greater 
appreciation of libraries and larger appropria- 
tions. 


The object of this discussion is to pass on 
to the Temporary Library Training Board 
ideas which will be useful to that Board in 
its work. With that aim constantly before 
us I hope that we may be able to confine the 
discussion to those points that are really im- 
portant. Any report of this character made 
by one individual would be open to criticism. 
The amazing thing is that Dr. Williamson 
not being primarily a librarian, or at least a 
trained librarian, should have been so keen in 
his observations as to prepare a report in 
which librarians themselves find so many 
points of agreement. It is one of the most 
stimulating documents on a library subject 
that has appeared for many years and we 


should accept it as the helpful document which 
it was intended to be. 

The first sentence of the introduction to the 
report reads as follows: 

“The primary purpose in preparing the fol- 
lowing report was to present existing condi- 
tions in this country with respect to training 
for library work in such a way that the edu- 
cator and the layman interested in educational 
problems might be able to form a true con- 
ception of the steps that should be taken to 
improve this phase of the library situation.” 


President Jennings then introduced Carrie 
E. Scott of Indianapolis, who spoke of the 
usefulness of the Williamson report as a 
measuring stick for library training agencies. 
Miss Scott questioned the feasibility of train- 
ing for clerical positions as such and stressed 
the importance of the training class and the 
summer school problem as a foundation for 
the more advanced professional training. 

Effie L. Power of Cleveland followed with 
a brief talk in which she endorsed Dr. Wil- 
liamson’s conclusions and recommendations. 
The schools, in her opinion, should have two 
years in which to train the kind of worker 
libraries need, though at present a one-year 
course is also necessary. She emphasized the 
importance of a personal interview before 
choosing people for training for special work. 

Azariah S. Root of Oberlin agreed with 
Dr. Williamson that there are certain kinds 
of work in libraries which can be done under 
supervision by people who have had relatively 
little training, but it is not important, in his 
opinion, that schools should be developed to 
train clerical assistants. The emphasis was 
placed by the speaker on the training of li- 
brary workers for the professional service and 
for the specialized types of that service. He 
suggested a one-year course for general li- 
brary work and as a foundation for training 
for the more advanced and specialized posi- 
tions. He spoke of the difficulties of provid- 
ing satisfactory training in schools which ac- 
cept both high school graduates and college 
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graduates, of his disagreement with Dr. Wil- 
liamson’s contention that all professional 
schools should be connected with universities 
and of his present feeling against national 
certification of librarians. 

“In general,” he concluded, “I think we 
should welcome the report as marking a gen- 
uine spirit of progress, accept it and co-oper- 
ate with it in so far as it commends itself to 
our judgment and modify it and make it what 
it ought to be in those few points in which 
we call it into question.” 

M. S. Dudgeon of Milwaukee emphasized 
the following points: That library schools 
are seriously hampered by lack of funds; 
that library school textbooks are urgently 
needed; that there should be improvement in 
pedagogical methods in library training; that 
standards of training should be raised as 
rapidly as possible; that library assistants 
cannot be divided into two groups, clerical 
and professional; that personality tests and 
personal interviews are of great importance ; 
that field work should be continued as an im- 
portant factor in training; that there is need 
for the specialized school; that in general the 
Williamson report is “a wonderful step for- 
ward” because it “is directing the attention 
of all of us to a systematic analysis of the 
situation.” 

Harriet A. Wood of St. Paul called atten- 
tion to the omission from the Williamson re- 
port of any adequate discussion of training 
for school library work. She stressed the im- 
portance of general education as a require- 
ment for admission to library training institu- 
tions but urged that the equivalent of formal 
education be recognized. Training for school 
librarians, in her opinion, should be such as 
will guarantee an appreciation of public li- 
braries. She said that many teachers serve 
as part time librarians in small schools, that 
they need not have complete library school 
courses but do need the kind of training which 
will give them an understanding of the li- 


brary needs of rural and small town schools. 
She stated her belief that the number of 
agencies for training librarians must be 
greatly increased and that a graduate degree 
should be given for library training which 
follows a full college course. 

Following this discussion Adam Strohm of 
Detroit, Chairman of the Temporary Library 
Training Board, told of the work of the 
Board and its future plans. His address is 
printed on pages 2-5 in this Bulletin. 


Louvain Library 


On motion of Dr. Hill, who spoke of the 
urgent need for more funds for continuing 
the work on the library building at the Uni- 
versity of Louvain, it was 


Voted, That the Committee on the Trans- 
fer of Library War Service Activities inquire 
into the legality of appropriating a substan- 
tial sum for the balance now in the War 
Funds to the rebuilding of the Louvain Li- 
brary building and report at the next annual 
A.L.A. meeting. 


The meeting adjourned. 


Second Session 


The second session of the Council was held 
in the Sherman Hotel on Wednesday, January 
2, 1924, at 10:30 a. m. 


Politics in State Library Positions 

A communication from the Michigan Li- 
brary Association, signed by Harold L. 
Wheeler, president, was read to the Council. 
It recommended the appointment by the Coun- 
cil of a committee to make a comprehensive, 
fact-finding study of politics of every kind 
in the appointment to positions in state li- 
braries and commissions, with a view to sub- 
mitting a report on the matter with recom- 
mendations for possible action by the Council. 

It was stated that the leadership which is 
now expected of a state library is impossible 
so long as state librarianships and positions in 
state libraries or library commissions are 
made the football of personal or partisan 
politics; that a proper declaration of the po- 











16 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


sition of the American Library Association 
might hasten the day when the best public 
service shall be the sole factor in the selec- 
tion, appointment and tenure of librarians. 
There was discussion by Harold L. Wheeler, 
Mary Eileen Ahern, Frank P. Hill and Jo- 
seph L. Wheeler. 


Voted: That in view of the facts pre- 
sented by the communication from Michigan, 
the President of the American Library As- 
sociation be authorized to appoint a commit- 
tee of three librarians (none of them resi- 
dents of Michigan) to inquire into the facts 
as to appointments for political reasons only, 
of state librarians and members of state li- 
brary commissions, and to report its findings 
and recommendations to the Council as soon 
as possible. 


It was 


Proposal for Federal Bureau of Libraries 


The following proposed bill was submitted 
for discussion by J. I. Wyer, chairman of the 
Committee on Federal and State Relations: 


To create a Bureau of Libraries, to au- 
thorize appropriations for the conduct of said 
Bureau and for other purposes 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica, in Congress assembled. 

Sec. 1. That there is hereby created a 
bureau in the Department of Education to be 
called the Bureau of Libraries with a Com- 
missioner of Libraries, who shall be the head 
thereof, to be appointed by the Secretary of 
Education and who shall receive a salary of 
$7500 per annum, and whose tenure of office 
shall be the same as that of the heads of 
other bureaus. 

Sec.. 2. That the Commissioner of Li- 
braries shall have charge, in the building or 
premises occupied by the Bureau of Libraries, 
of the furniture, fixtures, and other property 
used therein, and may expend for rental of 
appropriate headquarters for the accommoda- 
tion of the Bureau of Libraries and for the 
furniture, equipment and all other incidental 
expenses such sums as Congress may provide 
from time to time. 

Sec. 3. That the Bureau of Libraries shall 
conduct studies and investigations of libraries 
of all kinds, and of library conditions, prob- 
lems and opportunities, and report thereon. 

The function of the Bureau shall be to pro- 


mote library progress through research, sur- 
veys and publications. It shal! collect, or- 
ganize and diffuse such data respecting the or- 
ganization and conduct of libraries as shall 
help toward a more efficient library system in 
the United States. It shall co-operate with 
the Library of Congress and with other li- 
brary and bibliographic agencies of the Gov- 
ernment. In order to carry out the provisions 
of this section, the Commissioner of Libraries 
is authorized to make appointments, under the 
rules of the United States Civil Service Com- 
mission, of such investigators and representa- 
tives as may be needed, subject to the appro- 
priations that have been made or may here- 
after be made, for the work of the Bureau. 

Sec. 4. That for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1924, and annually thereafter, the 
sum of $100,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, is hereby authorized to be ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to the Bureau of 
Libraries, for the purpose of paying salaries 
and conducting studies and investigations, and 
paying all incidental and traveling expenses 
and rent where necessary, and for the pur- 
pose of enabling the Bureau of Libraries to 
carry out the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 5. That the Commissioner of Libraries 
shall annually at the close of each fiscal year 
make a report in writing giving an account 
of all moneys received and disbursed by the 
Bureau of Libraries and describing the work 
done by the Bureau. He shall also, from time 
to time, make such special investigations and 
reports as may be required of him by the 
President or by either House of Congress. 

Sec. 6. That this Act shall take effect upon 
its passage. 

Dr. Wyer asked for discussion by the 
Council as a guide to the Committee in its 
further study. 

Attention was called to another proposal 
received by Committee, similar to that pre- 
sented by the Committee but providing for a 
connection of the proposed bureau with the 
Library of Congress rather than with the 
department of education. 


Library Information Service 
Edith Guerrier spoke for the bill, to pro- 
vide for a Library Information Service (in 
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the Bureau of Education) whose duties shall 
be to “increase the efficiency of American li- 
braries by providing current information con- 
cerning government activities” and which is 
authorized to “collect and organize informa- 
tion regarding printed matter issued by the 
Federal Government” and make digests and 
give suggestions as to the use of government 
documents. 
The following resolution was adopted: 


Whereas, there is now in the Education 
Committee in both the House and the Senate 
a bill to provide for a library information 
service in the Bureau of Education; and 

Whereas, hundreds of libraries in all parts 
of the United States have gone on record as 
favoring this bill; and 

Whereas, there is greater need now for 
the library information service than when it 
was first proposed ; 

Be it resolved, that the Council of the 
American Library Association again endorse 
the bill and urge its passage; 

Be it further resolved, that a copy of this 
resolution be sent to each member of both 
Education Committees and to the Commis- 
sioner of Education. 


Proposed Federal Bureau of Libraries 
After further discussion of the proposed 
bill, it was 


Voted, That the Council endorse the pro- 
posal for the establishment of a bureau of 
libraries as a project for future legislation 
and that the matter be referred back to the 
Committee with the recommendation that the 
Committee study the question of the proper 
articulation of the Bureau with other depart- 


ments and report back to the Council at some 
future time. 


College, University and Normal School 
Library Incomes 


Samuel H. Ranck, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Library Revenues, discussed the 
tentative report of the Committee, submitted 
in 1923 (Proceedings 1923, pages 191-193). 

He spoke of the difficulties in arriving at 
any general conclusions due to different meth- 
ods of teaching in the different institutions 
and the number and character of libraries out- 
side of the institution. He stated that the 
Committee had tentatively agreed that it 
would be necessary to make some classifica- 


tion of institutions before attempting to gen- 
eralize. To illustrate the present wide vari- 
ation in library revenues he cited two insti- 
tutions of a similar character, one of which 
allows $40.00 per student for its library, the 
other $2.50 per student. 

J. T. Gerould discussed the matter from 
the standpoint of university libraries and 
Willis H. Kerr spoke representing teachers’ 
colleges and normal schools. 

W. W. Bishop stated that the University of 
Michigan Library now gets about 44% of 
the income of the University and that it is 
not enough. He referred to a statement pre- 
pared by himself some years ago in which 
he expressed the belief that 6% of the uni- 
versity or college revenue was a fair amount 
and that 10% would be a satisfactory amount. 

Mr. Kerr said that the teachers’ college li- 
brary should have 10% or more of the total 
income. 


Reclassification of Government Employees 


Miles O. Price of Washington, D. C., rep- 
resenting a committee of government libra- 
rians, presented the following resolutions and 
urged the Council to support the Committee’s 
proposals : 

Whereas, the Congress of the United 
States, in an effort to develop a modern sys- 
tem of personnel administration for the fed- 


eral government, has enacted the Classifica- 
tion Act of 1923. 


And whereas, this act provides for the 
proper recognition of all types of professional 
work in the government service, including li- 
brarianship, 

Therefore be it Resolved, That the Amer- 
ican Library Association, as citizens and as a 
professional body, heartily approves the action 
of the Congress of the United States, and, 
in order to insure the best results in the ad- 
ministration of the law, as affecting librarians, 
it urges: 

1. That the professional status of libra- 
rians should be recognized in remuneration 
rates as well as in titles, and that the divid- 
ing line between the professional and sub- 
professional grades should be so drawn as 
not to exclude an undue proportion of trained 
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library workers from full professional status. 

2. That those persons in government li- 
braries whose work is of professional or sub- 
professional character and who have been 
tentatively allocated to clerical grades should 
be reallocated to appropriate professional and 
subprofessional grades. 

3. That in making allocations due weight 
should be given to specialized types of library 
work along reference, research and _ biblio- 
graphical lines conducted by many of the 
smaller departmental and bureau libraries, as 
well as to administrative, general and spe- 
cialized types of work in larger libraries. 

4. That the A.L.A. commends the report 
of the Reclassification Committee of Govern- 
ment Librarians and, without committing it- 
self on all points covered, recommends it to 
the serious consideration of the federal classi- 
fication authority as the best 
available. 

5. That the Secretary of the A.L.A. be 
directed to forward a copy of this resolution 
to the Chairman of the Personnel Classifica- 
tion Board at Washington. 


The matter was discussed by J. I. Wyer, 
P. L. Windsor, Anna A. MacDonald and C. 
H. Compton. 


Voted: That the resolutions on the re- 
classification of government employees, sub- 
mitted by the Committee of Government Li- 
brarians, be approved and that the Executive 
Board be asked to bring the support of the 
American Library Association to the libra- 
rians in the District of Columbia as matters 
pertaining to reclassification come before 
committees and the Congress. 

The meeting adjourned. 


information 


It was 


Third Session 

The third session of the Council was held 
in the Sherman Hotel on Wednesday, Jan- 
uary 2, 1924, at 2:30 p. m. 

The Committee on Affiliation, Edward D. 
Tweedell, chairman, reported that an applica- 
tion for affiliation from the Hawaii Library 
Association had been received; that the As- 
sociation had completed the requirements of 
the Constitution and that the Committee rec- 
ommended that that Association be affiliated 
with the American Library Association as a 


chapter. It was 





Voted, That the report be received and 
that the Hawaii Library Association be af- 
filiated with the American Library Associa- 
tion as a chapter. 


Educational Motion Pictures 


Ben Howe of New York City presented a 
suggestion for making libraries the principal 
agencies for distributing educational films and 
for making them centres of information about 
entertainment and industrial films. 

The plan provides for the selection and 
cataloging with annotations of all films of 
educational value, and also of entertainment 
and industrial films, and for the distribution 
to libraries of this information on catalog 
cards. It also recommends establishment by 
the A.L.A. of storage facilities and printing 
laboratories for educational films at some 
central point, with a number of libraries geo- 
graphically scattered to act as regional dis- 
tributing centres. The plan would make it 
possible for any library to have on hand com- 
plete information about educational, industrial 
and entertainment films, and to obtain on short 
notice any worth-while educational film which 
the school or other group in its community 
may need. 

It was 


Voted, That the whole matter be referred 
to the Executive Board for the appointment 


of a committee if the Board thinks that ad- 
visable. 


National Certification 

Frank K. Walter, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on National Certification, presented a 
report of progress. 

Mr. WALTER: The question of certification 
is becoming better known. Wisconsin and 
New York State have begun their certifica- 
tion plans—the former being mandatory, the 
latter voluntary as yet. California is pro- 
ceeding with its double scheme of required 
certification for county libraries and its vol- 
untary scheme, under the auspices of the Cali- 
fornia Library Commission, for the library 


workers of the state in general. Several other 
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states are awaiting favorable opportunities 
for introducing legislation or for the adop- 
tion of some voluntary plan (or principles 
for such a plan) by the American Library 
Association. 

A few of the states want some sort of 
standard presented as a basis for state legis- 
lation. 

Several publications during the year have 
helped maintain interest in the question and 
have spread more accurate information re- 
garding the questions involved in it. The 
report on library training schools prepared 
by Dr. C. C. Williamson for the Carnegie 
Foundation assumes throughout that a scheme 
for professional certification is essential to 
better library training standards. The re- 
plies to this report in the November 1 num- 
ber of the Library Journal, while dissenting 
vigorously from many of Dr. Williamson’s 
findings, rather generally accept, implicitly or 
explicitly, the assumption that certification is 
eventual and desirable. On the other hand, 
Dr. A. E. Bostwick, in Public Libraries for 
October, 1923, points out the various aspects 
standardization may take and suggests the 
danger of entering on any extensive scheme 
of standardization until the limits of advan- 
tageous standardization are recognized. Ar- 
ticles and discussions of these types are very 
desirable and are a direct benefit to the com- 
mittee in its attempts to plan a practicable 
scheme of certification and to suggest suitable 
standards on which professional certificates 
may be based. 

It is interesting to notice that other pro- 
fessions are engaged in similar movements. 
The American Bar Association is urging a 
definite, uniform minimum standard for ad- 
mission to the bars of the several states. In 
the American Dental Association there is a 
growing disposition to separate the dental 
technician, skilled chiefly in the mechanics of 
his trade, from the professional dentist trained 
in general medicine and its special oral and 


dental applications. The teachers’ colleges 
are rapidly standardizing their work and ob- 
taining state credit in the shape of profes- 
sional certificates. The agitation in library 
fields is only an echo of a current movement 
in education generally. 

In opposition, in other professions as well 
as in the American Library Association, may 
be noted the appeals to avoid certification in 
deference to the examples of geniuses of the 
past like Lincoln (the most quoted example 
in law) and in favor of the poor boy who 
wants to become a physician, a lawyer or a 
dentist, but who can not meet the expense of 
thorough training. Similar arguments in sup- 
port of the liberty of privately trained music 
teachers as opposed to those trained in teach- 
ers’ colleges or other standardized schools 
recently defeated a movement in favor of 
certifying teachers of music which was pre- 
sented to the Minnesota Music Teachers’ As- 
sociation. In the states in which the tax- 
supported teachers’ college is dominant there 
is invariably a strong minority opposition 
from college graduates with more general 
academic training and less specialized peda- 
gogical credit than that required from the 
graduate of the teachers’ college. In every 
case, the standard and the certificate are in- 
separable in the discussions. 

Your committee has no definite resolution 
to propose to the Council at this time, but it 
respectfully urges the importance of keeping 
the matter active by having it given a place 
for discussion on the program of the coming 
annual conference and by aiding, as occasion 
offers, in the collection and distribution of in- 
formation bearing on the benefits or disad- 
vantages of certification such as exists or is 
proposed in other vocations which claim to be 
educational as well as professional. 

P. L. Windsor suggested that the Commit- 
tee at some meeting in the near future make 
a preliminary report of a scheme of certifica- 
tion. 
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Ernest J. Reece urged that the Committee 
present some suggestions as a basis for uni- 
form state legislation. 

It was 

Voted, That the Report of the Commit- 
tee be accepted as a report of progress. 

Greetings to Mr. and Mrs. Bowker 

It was unanimously 


_Voted, That the Secretary be instructed 
to convey the greetings of the Council to Mr. 
and Mrs. R. R. Bowker. 


The meeting adjourned. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA 


President A. S. Root presided, and Wm. W. 
Bishop served as secretary pro tempore, at 
the meeting of the Bibliographical Society of 
America, held Tuesday evening, January 1, at 
the Hotel Sherman. 

H. H. B. Meyer, of the Library of Con- 
gress, read a paper by Y. O. Millington, chief 
of the Periodical Division of the Library of 
Congress, entitled Newspapers in the District 
of Columbia 1820-1850. President Root out- 
lined a plan for a series of such papers to 
cover all the states of the Union. He had 
asked Mr. Millington to prepare this account 
of the newspapers of the District of Columbia 
from 1820 to 1850 as an example of method. 
There is no printed bibliography of newspa- 
pers covering the country as a whole for this 
period. Mr. Millington in his paper, and 
various members of the Society in the dis- 
cussion which followed, called attention to the 
need of a bibliography of this sort, to the 
value of such a list, and to the difficulties of 
the task both general and particular. Mr. 
Millington based his bibliography on the news- 
paper collections of the Library of Congress, 
and particularly on its files of the National 
Intelligencer and other papers 
Washington. 


issued in 
His bibliography lists 93 pa- 
pers, and is probably a very complete list of 
newspapers published in the District of Co- 
lumbia in the period covered. The discussion 


was participated in by Edward A. Henry, of 
the University of Chicago; George B. Utley, 
of the Newberry Library; S. H. Ranck, of 
Grand Rapids; Mr. Meyer, and Mr. Bishop. 
The discussion was concerned chiefly with 
details of Mr. Millington’s plan of work. 
The general scheme outlined by President 
Root was heartily commended. It was pointed 
out that certain of the larger states would 
probably have to be treated by districts and 
cities. 

Captain Elbridge Colby, of Washington, 
D. C., had prepared a paper on Bibliography 
as an Aid to Biography. This paper was read 
by Mr. Henry. Captain Colby’s thesis, that 
bibliography is the firmest foundation for lit- 
erary biography was illustrated by a series of 
interesting problems from the life and works 
of Thomas Holcroft. Captain Colby ques- 
tioned certain claims as to translations from 
both French and German made by that pro- 
lific writer in various publications. 

J. B. Childs of the John Crerar Library 
submitted an outline of his list of bibliograph- 
ical descriptions of sixteenth century books, 
and set forth the problem of discovering ade- 
quate records and descriptions of books pub- 
lished in the sixteenth century from the lit- 
erature that now exists. His bibliography, 
which will be published in full later, covers 
the older and better known books and a large 
number of obscure and minor publications, 
principally histories of printing in various 
states and districts. The paper brought out 
a lively discussion emphasizing the want of 
any adequate bibliography of books used in 
European countries during the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and calling attention to the extreme 
difficulty of the task, in part at least due to 
the extraordinarily large mass of pamphlet 
material called forth by the Reformation and 
the Counter Reformation controversies. 

Mr. Root described four different issues of 
the 1860 edition of the Lincoln-Douglas De- 
bates, beginning his informal talk with a quo- 
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tation from Mr. Madan on the duplicity of 
duplicates, and instancing the eighteen differ- 
ent facsimiles of the Ulster County Gazette 
as a typical illustration of what may happen 
in reprinting. Mr. Root described minutely 
the four different issues of 1860 of the De- 
bates, noting their similarities and their dif- 
ferences, and going into the history of the 
various issues to determine their priority. He 
concluded by a caution against any hasty 
branding of books as duplicates without de- 
tailed and careful examination on the part of 
competent people. 

President Root read to the meeting his let- 
ter to the Council of the Bibliographical So- 
ciety in the matter of a contribution to Kon- 
rad Haebler toward the publishing of a 
bibliographical work which he has in prog- 
ress. As the Council had ruled that the pub- 
lication fund of the Bibliographical Society 
could not be used for this purpose, it was 
voted to appoint a committee to raise a fund 
by contributions. 

Wi1am W. BtsuHop, 
Secretary pro tem. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS OF THE 
MIDDLE-WEST 

The conference was held Monday, Decem- 
ber 31, with the chairman, Rev. J. F. Lyons, 
librarian of McCormick Theological Semin- 
ary, presiding. Prof. A. S. Root of Oberlin 
College spoke on the subject of staff meetings, 
emphasizing the fact that these offer oppor- 
tunities for informing the staff of plans 
which are being considered by the college and 
of securing their co-operation and interest, as 
well as a discussion of the bearing of these 
plans upon the library and its work. Staff 
meetings should also be made the occasion for 
the librarian or any member of the force to 
report on professional meetings attended. 
Reports from each department on its work 
and how it may affect the work of other de- 
partments, book reviews, library history, and 


questions by the staff are other matters which 
may well be taken up at these meetings. 

The Library of Congress classification for 
college libraries was advised by Annette 
Ward, of Alma College, where it has been 
adopted. She brought out the point that by 
use of the classification numbers on the Li- 
brary of Congress printed cards, untrained 
assistants can be used to better advantage 
than with the Dewey or Cutter classifications. 

Rose Ball of Albion College spoke on 
methods of preventing loss of books from 
open stack reserve shelves for collateral read- 
ing. There is less difficulty with a mature 
person at the desk than when student as- 
sistants are in charge. It was brought out 
in the discussion that when a professor holds 
all persons in a class responsible for the work 
of a given course, sentiment among the mem- 
bers is usually strong enough to control the 
situation. One institution has open shelves 
but students are expected to sign up for all 
books used. 

A paper by Prof. L. W. Elder of Knox 
College was presented on the question of the 
college bearing the expense of the librarian 
and staff members at conventions. He 
strongly advocated definite provision by the 
college for this purpose, on the same basis 
as for the teaching staff. If it is not taken 
care of in this way, some provision should 
be made for it in the regular library budget. 
In the majority of institutions represented at 
the meeting, provision is made for either all 
or part of the expenses. 

Maude Mitchell, librarian of Milwaukee 
Downer College, opened the discussion on the 
functions of a library committee, both in the 
matter of selecting books for the library and 
in making up the magazine list. In many 
institutions, however, it was found that there 
is no longer a library committee. 

Various ways of introducing new books 
to students was the topic discussed by Lucy 
Williams of Illinois Wesleyan University. 
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She placed above everything else the personal 
word to individual students, and the necessity 
of knowing your books and knowing also 
your students. 

Soliciting gifts for the library was taken 
up by S. P. Ayres of Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tute, who advised librarians to get as many 
private collections as possible, since almost 
invariably they contain some books of rare 
value, and duplicates can be used to advan- 
tage in exchange with dealers or other libra- 
ries. Those which cannot be used in any of 
these ways may do service if sent to the 
South among the poor whites and colored 
people. A request for books from alumni of 
the institution may be sent out regularly with 
other communications from the college and 
will often bring large returns. 

Appointment of the Committee for the next 
conference was left in the hands of the Com- 
mittee for this year. 


Iva M. Buttrn, Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

A meeting of the Education Committee 
was held December 31. 

The Committee feels that it is essential to 
satisfactory work to have the main objectives 
emphasized : 

1. A conference of the A.L.A. and N.E.A. 
executive boards. 

2. A committee on education in each state 
library association. 

3. School library adviser or supervisor. 
Training of school librarians. 
Equipment. 

Appropriations. 
Teaching of the use of the library. 

Because of the paramount interest of the 
Williamson Report, discussion centered around 
the problem of training of school librarians. 
A questionnaire on the training of school li- 
brarians was sent by the chairman to mem- 
bers of the Committee and others directly 
interested. As replies were not received from 


NAM > 


LIBRARY 





ASSOCIATION 


all members, a complete report on this ques- 
tionnaire will appear later. Some extremely 
helpful and suggestive replies were received. 
All agreed that the school librarian must have 
a broad cultural background and definite train- 
ing in modern educational methods and cur- 
riculum making. 

Malcolm G. Wyer, of the Temporary Train- 
ing Board, spoke briefly on its activities. The 
functions of this board are, “to investigate the 
field of library training, to formulate tenta- 
tive standards for library training agencies 
and to advise and plan for accrediting such 
agencies.” 

The Education Committee will continue to 
work on the question of training for school 
librarians, co-operating with this Committee. 
Mr. Searson, president of the National Coun- 
sel of English Teachers, gives this very sig- 


nificant reply to the questionnaire: 


“T am especially interested in two very vital 
matters concerning library work: 


“1. Securing the complete official recogni- 
tion of the library as the working laboratory 
of every department of high schools, colleges 
and universities. The librarian should be rec- 
ognized as a member of the faculty senate, 
given power to vote, and compensated with a 
salary as high as that of the head of any 
other department in the institution. School 
and college executives must be made to feel 
the essential importance of the library as a 
laboratory for all. The library must be as 
well equipped and as well supplied with fees 
and funds as is the most favored laboratory 
in chemistry, physics, agriculture, or auto 
mechanics. 

“2. Securing the universal personal rec- 
ognition of the value of the library as a com- 
munity center laboratory. Every individual in 
every community should be educated to look 
toward the library for helps not attainable 
elsewhere. Business and professional men, 
civic leaders, home makers, farmers, and oth- 
ers should be educated to recognize the value 
of the library for all. Then more liberal 
public tax-supported libraries will result. The 
library is one of the most essential factors in 
true community building and the public will 
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be willing to pay more liberally for libraries 
when it begins to rely upon them for help in 
performing its work.” 

The Committee feels a distinct loss in the 


death of Mr. Sherman Williams, one of its 
valued workers. The secretary was instructed 
to express the sympathy of the Committee to 
the family. May INGLEs, Secretary. 
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTION 
LIBRARIES 


The Institution Libraries Committee held 
two informal meetings, at the second of 
which Dr. Hastings H. Hart, of the Russell 
Sage Foundation, gave a brief address on 
conditions in penal and correctional institu- 
tions. Dr. Hart's life-long interest in jails 
is well known and any statements he makes 
with regard to them carry weight. 


Miriam E. Carey, Chairman. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMIS- 
SIONS 


The 20th annual meeting of the League of 
Library Commissions was held in Chicago at 
the Hotel Sherman, January 1, 1924. 

Clarence B. Lester, first vice-president, pre- 
sided. 

Mr. Lester read a letter of greeting from 
Milton J. Ferguson, president, who expressed 
his regret that the long distance separating 
California and Chicago made it impossible for 
him to be present. 

The meeting was largely devoted to the 
business of the League and the reports of 
committees. 

A roll call of the states followed. 

Representatives from Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin 


Iowa, Kansas, 
reported many interesting 
pieces of work which were being carried on 
in the several states. 

The establishment of county libraries was 
one of the pertinent subjects in the middle 





west states. Illinois reported educational 
campaigns were planned for four counties. 
Della F. Northey, organizer for Indiana, told 
of the demonstration she was putting on in 
one of the counties. New books had been 
purchased and with the co-operation of the 
county superintendent of schools and other 
organizations, distributing stations had been 
opened from which free library service would 
be given the entire county. The demonstra- 
tion is to be carried on for nine months be- 
for the question of legally establishing a 
county library is brought up. In Ohio two 
county library elections held in November 
failed to carry. 

Frances Hobart said that New Hampshire 
by reason of topography and climate did not 
find the county library feasible; that they 
were giving more attention to certification 
and library standards. 

Mr. Lester told of the success of the two- 
weeks library conference held in Wisconsin 
last summer and of the county library mock 
trial before a county board which formed a 
part of the program of the state library 
meeting. This trial is reported in the Wis- 
consin Bulletin for November, 1923. Mr. 
Lester also spoke of the part the public li- 
brary is to play in the better cities contest. 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Milton J. Ferguson; 
first vice-president, Clarence B. Lester; sec- 
ond vice-president, Frances Hobart; secre- 
tary-treasurer, Fannie Rawson; members of 
the executive board, Harriet A. Wood, Wil- 
liam R. Watson, Anna May Price. 


ANNA May Price, Secretary. 


NORMAL SCHOOL AND TEACHERS’ 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


The two sessions Monday morning and af- 
ternoon, December 31, were well attended and 
much interest was manifested. 

Anna L. French discussed worthwhile 
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books of 1922-23. Her list included books 
of general educational interest, and of spe- 
cific problems such as silent reading, child 
study, supervision, curriculum. The list is 
here omitted as it is being published else- 
where. A discussion followed on keeping a 
live collection and disposing of duplicates of 
out-of-date books. It was suggested that 
limiting the number of copies of a particular 
title would make it possible to keep abreast 
of the new material and that duplicates of 
out-of-date material had better be destroyed. 

Willis H. Kerr reported on the measuring 
stick for normal school libraries. The results 
of a questionnaire to which 22 four-year 
teachers’ colleges and 31 two-year normals 
had responded, indicated that the measuring 
stick, though not yet perfected, is a step 
toward a big goal, and that its standards are 
none too high. In the discussion it was sug- 
gested that liveness of collection should be 
indicated rather than merely number of vol- 
umes; also that in working out the section 
on equipment, arrangement should be an im- 
portant factor. 

Martha C. Pritchard gave a most instruc- 
tive report of the Library Committee of the 
1923 N.E.A. She brought out the fact that 
the cause of school libraries is being for- 
warded by placing library speakers on prin- 
cipals’ and superintendents’ meetings rather 
than endeavoring to attract school men to the 
library conference. She indicated three 
needs: courses for teachers in children’s lit- 
erature; publicity; and surveys. 

Eleanor Welch discussed efforts in normal 
She said 
the ideal is fully trained school librarians, 
though as a beginning the normal school must 
provide the minimum training along with 
pedagogy. 

Gertrude Buck talked on fundamentals of 
library instruction for students. The follow- 
ing objectives were suggested: 


schools to train teacher-librarians. 


Understanding of what it all means. 
Use of the tools. 
How to administer a library. 
Technique of each phase of the work. 


PP} 


A brief outline of a course of instruction for 
the elementary schools was presented. 

Winifred Winans presented a paper on 
Should there be a special staff member for 
teaching? Her answer was affirmative. The 
person who teaches library work, must know 
the principles of teaching as well as the 
science with which he works. 

Margie M. Helm talked on the librarian’s 
reading. She suggested various methods of 
keeping ourselves informed. The specialist is 
as harmful as the dabbler in reading. The 
cure-all would seem to be a full reading of 
some one topic and a little about all things. 
The discussion developed the idea that a libra- 
rian must be selfish enough to take time to 
read. 

The exhibit of high school libraries was 
briefly explained by Mr. Sampson of the 
Library Bureau. 

Gertrude Buck, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was 
made responsible for next winter’s meeting. 

SteLtta H. Pierson, Secretary. 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS 


The University Librarians held two ses- 
sions, one on Monday afternoon, December 
31, and the other on Tuesday morning, Jan- 
uary 1. There were slightly over 100 present 
at each meeting. Earl N. Manchester of the 
University of Kansas, presided. 

The meetings were informal and discussed 
topics which had been sent in by various 
librarians. Many of the problems reflected 
the difficulties due to the unlooked-for in- 
crease in attendance at the universities and 
the increasing use of the library. How to 
provide reserve books without too much use- 
less duplication; limitation of use of reading 
rooms to those using library books, etc., were 
some of the problems brought up. 
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The photostat and typing were suggested 
for duplicating articles small enough to war- 
rant such reproduction. Attention to matters 
of copyright before photostating material 
was advised. 

Factors entering into the book appropria- 
tion were considered: 

1. Number of students. 

2. Number of courses given and also amount 
of graduate research work. 

3. Demands of the courses on the library. 

4. Personal equation of professors who 
make the suggestions. 

5. Present book stock. 


Any scheme must be carefully interpreted in 
the light of local conditions. 

The percentage of total revenues of the uni- 
versity to be spent on library varied from 
2 per cent to 10 per cent, according to opin- 
ions expressed. 


“Is library training by correspondence prac- 
ticable?” was asked, and it was agreed to be 
practicable, but only when the resources of 
a good library are locally available. 


“Who shall select the books, faculty or 
librarian?” The best plan was thought to be 
one of co-operation between faculty and li- 
brary; however, all orders should be made 
through the library. 

Purchase of music, prints, phonograph rec- 
ords, etc., was discussed. The general opin- 
ion was that orchestral scores are books and 
are a legitimate charge against the book fund, 
but music for band or glee club is not. Much 
of this latter class of material should be 
charged to equipment. 

“When, if ever, is it advisable to change 
classification scheme?” The expense must be 
considered. It costs from 40 to 60 cents per 
letter to make physical changes of call num- 
ber on cards and books. 

The Nominating Committee reported the 
names of the following, who were elected 
officers for the coming year: Olive S. Jones, 
Ohio State University, chairman; E. A. 
Henry, University of Chicago, secretary. 
With Earl N. Manchester these constitute the 
committee for 1924. 


Epwarp D. TweepeLt, Secretary. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTION 


December 29-January 2 


Meetings of the Executive Board were held 
December 29, morning and afternoon, De- 
cember 31, 1923, in the morning and January 
2, 1924, in the evening. 


The following is a summary of the impor- 
tant action taken: 


Trustees of the American Library in 
Paris: The Executive Board, by corre- 
spondence, October 31, 1923, 


Resolved: That the following persons be 
appointed trustees of the American Library 
in Paris, Inc., for the term of one year from 
the date of the Annual Meeting in 1923: 

C. L. Seeger 

Louis V. Benet 

Judge W. V. R. Berry 
Miss Anne Morgan 
Henry Bedford 


Resolution Accepting Gifts: It was 


Voted: That the Executive Board, on 
behalf of the American Library Association, 
accept the gifts from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York: for the American Library 
in Paris, $15,000 for two years; for the work 
of the Temporary Library Training Board, 
$10,000 for one year; for the preparation of 
a library textbook, $5,000. 


Resolution of Thanks: It was 

Voted: That the Executive Board adopt 
the following minute: 

The Executive Board of the American Li- 
brary Association, on behalf of the members 
of the Association, records its grateful ap- 
preciation of the interest of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York in the library 
movement, as shown by its grants to the 
Association for the work of the Temporary 
Library Training Board, for the preparation 
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of an experimental textbook and for the work 
of the American Library in Paris; by the re- 
port on Training for Library Service made 
for the Corporation by Dr. C. C. Williamson 
under the supervision of a special commit- 
tee ; and by the study of the library movement 
which Dr. W. S. Learned has made for the 
Corporation during the past several months. 
It believes that these activities are a logical 
development of the interest of the Corpora- 
tion in the past and of Mr. Carnegie’s own 
appreciation of the importance of libraries. 

The Executive Board looks forward to the 
publication of Dr. Learned’s report with con- 
fidence that such a study must inevitably re- 
veal opportunities for service to America 
through the library movement which will jus- 
tify a continuing and an increasing interest 
on the part of the Corporation. 

The Board believes that the Corporation 
will recognize the library as perhaps the most 
important agency for the diffusion of knowl- 
edge in every field, and that it will wish to 
provide generously for the promotion of 
libraries through the Association. Special at- 
tention is called to the further needs for 
education for librarianship, textbooks and 
other publications, surveys and studies, ex- 
periments and demonstrations in the newer 
features of library service, library extension 
and promotion, and for an A.L.A. headquar- 
ters building. 

It renews its approval of the statement sub- 
mitted to the Corporation on November 24, 
1922, under the title: “American Library As- 
sociation—Finances, Activities, Needs” and 
authorizes the President and Secretary to 
represent the Board and the Association on 
matters covered in that statement or other 
related matters. 

Funds for the American Library in Paris: 
The Executive Board authorized the Treas- 
urer of the Association to transfer to the 
American Library in Paris, to meet the bud- 
get for the six months beginning November 
1, 1923, the sum of $3,750 out of the $15,000 
appropriated to the A.L.A. for the Paris Li- 
brary by the Carnegie Corporation. 


Gift from Laura Spelman Rockefeller 
Memorial for Union List of Periodicals: 
It was 


Voted: That the Executive Board, on 
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behalf of the American Library Association, 
accept with a high appreciation of the op- 
portunity for service thus made possible, the 
grant of the Laura Spelman Rockefeller 
Memorial to promote the preparation of a 
Union List of Periodicals, and that the Sec- 
retary convey to the Laura Spelman Rocke- 
feller Memorial the thanks of the American 
Library Association. 


Continuity in Executive Board: 


Voted: That in order to achieve a greater 
continuity of the membership in the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Association, the Com- 
mittee on Revision of the Constitution be 
requested to draft and submit at the ap- 
proaching annual meeting a provision which 
will accomplish such an end. It is suggested 
that the former helpful and effective practice 
of continuing the retiring President on the 
Board for one year and the practice of other 
kindred professional associations of choosing 
a president one year in advance may well be 
considered in this connection. 

Paris Library School. Miss Bogle sub- 
mitted the following plans for the Paris Li- 
brary School. 


It was 


Mr. Wyer read a letter from 
E. A. Baker of London, suggesting some 
scheme of co-operation between the School 
of Librarianship in London and the Paris Li- 
brary School. In the opinion of the Board 
such co-operation is not feasible. 

Voted: That the plans for the Paris Li- 
brary School be approved and the appoint- 


ment of Mary Parsons as resident director be 
confirmed. 


Plan for a Library School in Paris 


The primary purpose of the school is to 
offer training in librarianship to a selected 
group of French men and women. For pur- 
poses of international comity the student en- 
rollment will not be limited to applicants 
from France, though other things being equal 
these will have first consideration. 

An organized plan for the systematic in- 


terchange between the 


library schools of 
Paris and America of those students desiring 


to pursue special subjects is also part of the 
It is expected that this will help 


scheme. 
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further library development in the two coun- 
tries, and promote the desired fellowship. 
The almost immediate acceptance of the op- 
portunity for training, as shown by the 97 
people applying for admittance to the Sum- 
mer Course this year, demonstrates the need 
for such a training school; while on the other 
hand, the ease with which positions are ma- 
terializing for students not previously placed 
offers equally satisfying demonstration of the 
demand for trained librarians. 

The School will occupy rented quarters in 
the American Library in Paris, and while op- 
erated independently, will co-operate closely 
with the The Library and the 
School will jointly employ certain instructors 
who will thus hold part-time positions in the 
Library. 


Library. 


The School will offer a course of approxi- 
mately 36 weeks divided into two semesters 
—and a summer course of six weeks. The 
donors of the fund expect that the School 
shall be supervised by the assistant secretary 
but administered by a director resident in 
Paris. 

The faculty will be selected to meet the 
special needs of a new movement in a coun- 
try where educational barriers present many 
problems. The registrar and one or two in- 
structors will probably be French, as _ will 
also be most of the special lecturers. 

The curriculum has been outlined, but is 
not yet ready for presentation. It will not 
differ materially from that of the conven- 
tional library school in America. 

Scholarships. It is desirable for purposes 
of publicity and interest that the alumni of 
the American library schools be given an op- 
portunity to co-operate in supporting an in- 
ternational scholarship; it is equally desir- 
able that the same request be made to the 
Comité Américain pour les Régions Dé- 
vastées de la France alumni and the Good 
Will Association. One such scholarship was 
given by a group of librarians to the summer 


school this year, and another is now under 
consideration by members of the alumnz as- 
sociation of one of America’s best known 
colleges. The Indiana Library Association 
has pledged $500 toward a scholarship. 

Mary Parsons, B.L.S. 1913, L.S. 1911-713, 
Bay City, Michigan, Smith col. B.A. 08; 
student asst. Smith col. lib. Apr.-June '08; 
librn. Mount Hermon (Mass.) school lib. 
Sept. ’09-Aug. '11; asst. ref. dept. N. Y. S. L., 
Oct. ’12-Dec. 13; asst. information desk, ref. 
dept. New York p. 1, Dec. '13-Mar. ’17; 
librn. Morristown (N. J.) p. 1, Apr. °17-’23; 
treas. N. J. lib. assn. °18-’19, sec. °19-’20; 
Ist vice pres. L. S. assn., ’20-’21; asst. libn. 
American Library in Paris, ’23-date, has been 
offered the resident directorship of the School 
subject to the approval of the Executive 
Board. She has indicated her acceptance. 

It is recommended that the Executive 
Board express its appreciation to Mrs. Anne 
Dike, President Comité Américain pour les 
Régions Dévastées de la France, of the sig- 
nificance to library development of the work 
done in France by Miss Carson and her as- 
sociates and of the financing of a school by 
the Comité Américain pour les Régions Dé- 
vastées de la France of the Library School. 

Proposed Bequest for Weights and 
Measures. In response to an inquiry as 
to whether the American Library Asso- 
ciation would accept a bequest of a few 
thousand dollars, the income of which would 
be used for the supplying of books on 
Weights and Measures to representative libra- 
ries, the Board voted expressing its willing- 
ness to accept such bequest. 

Budgets for 1924, prepared by the Sec- 
retary, were approved on the recommenda- 
tion of the Finance Committee. These bud- 
gets are printed on pages 34-36. 

Conference of 1924. The Executive 
Board voted that the next annual conference 
shall be held at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
June 30-July 5. 
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Louvain Library: Dr. Frank P. Hill 
proposed that a considerable amount of the 
balance in the War Funds be appropriated 
toward the rebuilding of the library of the 
University of Louvain. He reported that 
about one-third of the new building is com- 
pleted; that about $500,000 must still be 
raised, and that about $40,000 is required 
monthly to keep the work going. He read 
letters, or portions of letters from Theodore 
L. Frothingham, Nicholas Murray Butler, 
Whitney Warren, John Cotton Dana and Her- 
bert Putnam, and urged that the Executive 
Board, on behalf of the Association, make 
some further contribution to this enterprise. 
Specifically he proposed 


1. That the Executive Board appropriate 
$40,000 from the War Funds; or 


2. That the balance of approximately $50,000 
in the War Funds be kept intact and that 
only the interest on the money be spent 
for the needs of the people who are being 
served; or 

3. That the Executive Board appeal directly 
to the librarians for individual subscrip- 
tions, perhaps on the basis of $1.00 per 
person. 

On the recommendation of Mr. Wyer and 

Mr. Meyer it was 


Voted: That the Executive Board feels 
that expenditures from the balance of the 
War Work Funds must be governed by para- 
graph 4 of the memorandum of the Com- 
mittee of Eleven, which reads: 

“The seven’ organizations shall severally as- 
sume as nearly as may be their respective 
proportionate shares of responsibility for 
work to be done, and all expenditures of 
money shall be strictly in accord with their 
respective War Work activities and none of 
the Fund shall be expended for general non- 
war work or for permanent structures or es- 
tablishments or for endowments” ; 
and that this balance must therefore be ap- 
plied to the needs of men now or formerly in 
the Army and Navy of the United States, and 
for no other purpose so long as these needs 
exist. 


In view therefore of these considerations 


and while keenly sympathetic with the com- 
mendable project for American rebuilding of 
the Library of the University of Louvain, the 
Executive Board finds itself unable to grant 
War Funds for this purpose. 

It was 


Voted: That as a means of carrying out 
one of Dr. Hill’s suggestions an appeal be 
made to the members of the American Li- 
brary Association through the library peri- 
odicals and the A.L.A. Bulletin, and by in- 
serting a suitable communication in the an- 
nual dues envelope asking for a contribution 
of $1.00 from each member (or as much 
more as the member cares to contribute.) 


Committee on Salaries, Insurance and 
Annuities. It was 


Voted: That the Committee on Salaries 
be made a Committee on Salaries, Insurance 
and Annuities. 

Legal Opinion Regarding the Incorpora- 
tion of the A.L.A.: The Secretary read 
the following letter of May 29, 1923, from 
Chapman, Cutler & Parker: 

“Dear Mr. Milam: 

Thanks for your good letter of the 16th. 
In answer to your inquiry as to whether the 
American Library Association is really in- 
corporated under the laws of Massachusetts 
when it does not hold its annual meetings in 
that Commonwealth, I beg to advise that the 
Association is really incorporated under the 
laws of that Commonwealth, and that the 
fact that it does not hold its annual meet- 
ings there does not affect its incorporation 
there. There is nothing in the pertinent laws 
of Massachusetts requiring the Association to 
hold its annual meetings within the Com- 
monwealth, and in the absence of such re- 
quirement the Association is at liberty to hold 
these meetings where it may prefer. 

Yours truly, 
Chapman, Cutler & Parker.” 
It was 


Voted: That the letter be spread upon 
the minutes. 

Trust Funds: The Secretary referred to 
the action of the Council at the Hot Springs 
meeting, as reported in the Proceedings, page 
154, which required the preparation of a deed 
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of trust and the employment of a trust com- 
pany as agent for the trustees of the Endow- 
ment Fund, and it was 

Voted: That the Executive Board re- 
quest the Secretary, under advice of counsel 
if necessary, to prepare recommendations for 
the consideration of the trustees of the En- 
dowment Fund and for action by the —xecu- 
tive Board on the matter of defining the status 
of trust funds and the employment of a trust 
company as agent for the trustees of the En- 
dowment Fund. 

The matter of the insurance of securities 
was discussed and it was understood that the 
Secretary and the Treasurer would look into 
the matter of the advisability of insuring our 
securities. 


American Legion: The Secretary read 
a letter of October 19, 1923, from the Amer- 
ican Legion inviting the American Library 
Association to co-operate in the preparation 
of a history for use in the schools, and it was 

Voted: That the Secretary be instructed 
to reply to this letter to the effect that the 
American Library Association is more inter- 
ested in the distribution and use of books 
than in the preparation of books, and there- 
fore it feels that it is not in a position to be 
of service to the American Legion in this 
instance although vitally interested in the 
preparation of sound historical textbooks. 


A communication of November 30, 1923, 
from the American Legion was read. It in- 
vited the American Library Association to 
participate in a conference to be held in the 
city of Washington “to discuss a constructive 
Americanism and citizenship program”; the 
exact time to be decided later. 

Voted: That the President be authorized 
to appoint a delegate to attend that meeting. 

A.L.A. Insignia: The Secretary read a 
letter from a member of the Association sug- 
gesting that the A.L.A. on the open book be 
registered in the patent office. It was 


Voted: That the Secretary be directed 
to ascertain the facts in the matter and, if 
possible register this insignia. 


It was 


British Museum Catalog: The Secretary 
summarized a letter of November 6, 1923, 
from George B. Utley suggesting that 
some action be taken looking to improvement 
in the quality of paper used in the British 
Museum Catalog. After some discussion the 
matter was referred back to Mr. Utley with 
the suggestion that he discuss the question 
with Sir Frederick Kenyon who is to be in 
this country the last of May. 


U. S. Bureau of Education Library: As 
the result of communications from Wash- 
ington, the Secretary was instructed to write 
to the Secretary of the Interior expressing 
the Executive Board’s regret at the inade- 
quate and unsatisfactory quarters in which 
the Library of the Bureau of Education is 
now housed and the hope that some way may 
be found in the near future to make the 
library more rapidly available to scholars, 
librarians and other educators who find it 
necessary to use it. 


The Evans and Sabin Bibliographies: 
The President was authorized to appoint a 
committee to further the publication of the 
additional volumes necessary to complete 
American bibliography by Charles Evans, 
and The dictionary of books relating to 
America by Joseph Sabin. 


The Relations of the American Library 
Association to the American Library in 
Paris, Inc.: The following minute was 
adopted on the relations of the American Li- 


brary Association to the American Library in 
Paris: 

Under the provisions of the constitution of 
the American Library in Paris, Inc., the 
American Library Association is a member 
of the Corporation, at all meetings of which 
it is entitled to five votes. It elects five of 
the Library’s 15 trustees, and nominates the 
Librarian to the trustees. It founded the 
Library in 1918, maintained it wholly for two 
years, deeded to it at founding all the books 
assembled in Paris during the A.L.A. War 
Service, has made to it one grant of $25,000 
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besides smaller sums, has recently sent to it 
several thousand books, and has been frequent 
with effort, visitation and counsel. 

Because of the terms of a recent grant by 
the Carnegie Corporation to the American 
Library in Paris, Inc., to be transmitted 
through the A.L.A., the distribution of which 
involves scrutiny of the Library’s budget; 
because of a report made to the Executive 
Board by the assistant secretary following 
a visit to the Library in July and August, 
1923, and because of appeals or suggestions 
for money grants made by officers or trustees 
of the Library apparently without full un- 
derstanding or information, it seems well to 
make at this time a somewhat formal and 
explicit statement of the relation of the 
American Library in Paris to the A.L.A. as 
it is understood by the present Executive 
Board. 

That in general it is co-operative and not 
dependent. In particular and touching the sev- 
eral recommendations made by the assistant 
secretary, the following comments are of- 
fered: 

That the A.L.A., through its Executive 
Board and through the personal concern of 
many individual members continues its warm 
interest in the American Library in Paris; 
that it reaffirms its wish and willingness to 
co-operate, advise and assist but not to as- 
sume new direct financial responsibilities save 
as it may become necessary or desirable to 
scan budgets or to oversee expenditure of 
funds granted through the A.L.A. 

That the Board notes with interest grants 
of $12,500 “to be applied toward the expense 
of collecting, classifying, cataloging and dis- 
seminating literature and information relat- 
ing to matters of international interest.” 
These words so accurately describe the work 
of the reference department that we congrat- 
ulate the library on this addition to its re- 
sources and assume that the moneys thus 
made available will be a welcome addition, 
especially to that branch of the Library’s 
work so admirably conceived by Col. Olds. 
Further, it is assumed that they will be ex- 
pended under direction of the librarian. 

That the American Library in Paris be in- 
vited to keep its accomplishments and its field 
of service before American librarians, through 
monthly reports of activities and frequent ar- 
ticles in American library periodicals, to the 


end that there may be general understanding 
and intelligent co-operative effort in these 
fields which are of importance to both the 
American Library in Paris and the American 
Library Association. 

That officers, committee chairmen and 
members of the A.L.A. be asked to keep the 
European representative of the A.L.A. in- 
formed of their activities which are related 
to the activities or objectives of the American 
Library in Paris, especially in its service to 
French and other European libraries and 
librarians. 

That, continuing the payments of the last 
two years, the Executive Board appropriate 
from War Funds annually for each of the 
next two years $1000 to be applied to the 
salary of the librarian of the American Li- 
brary in Paris in his capacity as European 
representative of the A.L.A. in continuing the 
work growing out of war conditions. 

That a drawing account of $200.00 be 
granted to the resident European representa- 
tive of the American Library Association for 
use in representing the Association at meet- 
ings and for such other incidental expenses as 
may be legitimately incurred by the European 
representative, this grant to be made from 
the General Funds of the Association. 

That the American Library Association en- 
dorse and further in every way possible the 
work of the Home Committee to secure funds 
for the American Library in Paris. 

That, with the needs of the American Li- 
brary in Paris especially in mind, the Amer- 
ican Library Association make every effort 
to assist the Committee on Library Co-opera- 
tion with Other Countries, to give wider pub- 
licity to that need for books, and to stimulate 
libraries and individuals to help meet it. 


A.L.A. Headquarters Building: Mr. 
Meyer reported that he had discussed the 
matter of the A.L.A. headquarters building 
with the Committee on the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary and urged the raising of a fund as a 
part of the Fiftieth Anniversary program. 
He delivered to the Treasurer a check for 
$100 for the fund from Dr. Herbert Putnam. 
it was 


Voted: That the report be received as 
a report of progress. 
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Books for European Libraries: Mr. 
Bishop, for the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Other Countries, stated that 
appeals had been made through libraries for 
books for the Paris Library and other Euro- 
pean Libraries, and that approximately 5,000 
volumes had been received. These had been 
forwarded by the Bureau of. International Ex- 
changes, Smithsonian Institution. 

Shipments have been made to the American 
Library in Paris, the Library of the Univer- 
sity of Dorpat, Dorpat, Esthonia, the Library 
of the University of Lithuania, Kovno, Lithu- 
ania, and the Library of the University of 
Riga, Riga, Latvia. It was reported that the 
Committee has also secured a list of specific 
needs from the Paris Library and that many 
of these books are being supplied from du- 
plicate collections in American libraries. 

Mr. Bishop reported that as a result of the 
initiative and ingenuity of H. W. Wilson, 
several magazine publishers are contributing 
fifty or more copies of each issue for Euro- 
pean libraries—some through the mails, and 
some through the Bureau of International 
Exchanges. Mr. Wilson hopes also to obtain 
some up-to-date books from publishers who 
think that it would be good advertising to 
place their books before European students. 

Mr. Bishop spoke of the urgent need for 
American books in European libraries in or- 
der that Europeans may have a fair and true 
knowledge of American life and American 
history. He expressed the hope that the ap- 
peal would be continued and would be in- 
creasingly successful. He commended the 
work of the Books for Europe Committee, of 
which Mr. Lydenberg is chairman, and Mr. 
Gerould the acting chairman in Mr. Lyden- 
berg’s absence. 

Mr. Bishop stated that owing to his pros- 
pective visit to Europe, it would be necessary 
for him to resign from the Committee on 


Library Co-operation with Other Countries. 
It was 


Voted: That the appointment of his 
successor be left with the President. 

Fiftieth Anniversary: Mr. Roden, for 
the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee, reported 
that the committee believed the celebration 
of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the A.L.A. 
should consist of an exhibition, the issuing 
of certain publications, and the holding of a 
conference with international visitors. Sub- 
committees have been appointed for each of 
these divisions. It is the intention of the 
committee that the exhibition or exposition 
should avoid going too deeply into detail, and 
should be organized largely for the informa- 
tion of the general public; that the publica- 
tions should consist of the survey report, a 
new A.L.A. catalog, and a publication on the 
history of the A.L.A. and the library move- 
ment. He reported approval by the Commit- 
tee of Mr. Meyer’s suggestions concerning an 
A.L.A. headquarters building as a feature of 
the anniversary celebration. On Mr. Roden’s 
recommendation, it was 

Voted: That the Executive Board ap- 
point the survivors of the 1876 and 1877 Con- 
ferences as an Honorary Committee to be as- 
sociated with the Committee of Twenty-five 
on the Fiftieth Anniversary. 

[Those who attended the Conference in 
1876 are: Melvil Dewey, Charles Evans, 
William Eaton Foster, Miss H. L. Matthews 
and R. R. Bowker. The survivors of the 
1877 Conference (not including those who 
were also at the conference of 1876) have 
been found to be Harriet Howe Ames, Wal- 
ter Stanley Biscoe, William Harden and 
Caroline Hewins.] 


At the suggestion of the President, it was 


Voted: That Mr. Bishop, as chairman 
of the Sub-committee on the Fiftieth Anni- 
versary Conference, be given satisfactory cre- 
dentials from the American Library Asso- 
ciation in order that he may discuss the pro- 
posed anniversary conference of 1926 with 
European librarians during his visit to 
Europe in 1924. 
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Library War Service Activities: 1H. 
H. B. Meyer reported on the develop- 
ments in the Veterans’ Bureau hospital li- 
brary service during the year. He spoke of 
the need of appropriating money for the 
salary of one field librarian for the Navy and 
of the urgent need of the men in hospitals, 
penal institutions, reformatories and other 
‘places where ex-service men are not receiving 
adequate library service except as it comes 
from the A.L.A. 

Appropriation for the Navy: On the 
recommendation of the Committee on the 
Transfer of War Service Activities, and in 
response to a letter from Captain C. R. Train, 
U.S.N. it was 

Voted: That the Treasurer be author- 
ized to pay $3600 from War Funds to the 
Navy for use in the Navy library service for 
the year beginning July 1, 1924. 

The Treasurer’s report for 1923 was 
approved subject to approval by the Finance 
Committee and the certified public account- 
ants. The report is printed on pages 33-34. 

Committee to Investigate Proposal for 
Distribution of Educational Films Through 
Libraries: The President was authorized 
to appoint a Committee to investigate the 


proposed distribution of educational films 
through libraries. 
Newbery Medal: The President was 


authorized to appoint a Committee of three 
to discuss with the officers of the Children’s 
Librarians Section and the donor some sug- 
gested modifications of the plan for awarding 
the Newbery Medal. 
Reclassification of Government Em- 
The Executive Board authorized 


the Federal and State Relations Committee to 


ployees: 


represent the Board in matters pertaining to 
the Reclassification of Government Employees 
in Washington and also in matters pertaining 
to the Library Service Bill. 





Public libraries and adult education has 
recently been printed in England “for pri- 


vate circulation only”—though a price of 4d 
is quoted. The sub-title describes it as “an 
interim memorandum on co-operation be- 
tween public libraries and bodies concerned 
with adult education.” It has been submitted 
for discussion to the Library Association and 
the British Institute of Adult Education, by 
a joint committee. If obtainable at all, copies 
can probably be had from the secretary of the 
British Institute of Adult Education, 13 John 


St., Adelphi, London, W. C. 2. 





BOOKS FOR JAPAN 


Libraries answering Japan’s appeal for 


books to assist the reconstruction of libraries 
in Tokyo, will be interested in the following 
letter recently received from Dr. Putnam: 


In order to avoid the obvious waste occa- 
sioned by the libraries in the Pacific Coast 
states paying transportation charges for send- 
ing their material to the Bureau of Interna- 
tional Exchanges of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion in Washington, D. C., rather than by the 
more direct route to the Pacific Coast, it has 
been deemed advisable to designate two points 
on the Pacific Coast to which libraries can 
send their material for shipment to Japan. 

Necessarily such arrangements awaited 
definite action by Professor K. Takayanagi. 
He now informs me that they have been com- 
pleted and are as follows: 


(a) For the southwestern states: 
Send material to and notify 
Tokyo Kisen Kaisha, 
557 Market Street, 
San Francisco, California. 


(b) For the northwestern states: 
Send material to and notify 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
Colman Building, 
Seattle, Washington. 


Steamship transportation from Seattle or 
San Francisco to Tokyo will be provided free 
of any charge leaving railroad transportation 
to Seattle or San Francisco to be met by the 
donors. 
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A. L. A. FINANCIAL REPORTS, 1923 


Treasurer's Report, January 1 to December 31, 1923 


Receipts 
Balance, January 1, 1923............ $ 4,768.22 
Membership—Annual dues .......... 16,604.95 
i PCE . «00s s6es 64000100004 200.00 
Dues of chapters and affiliated so- 

RE ESET en 454.35 
Conference registration ............. 491.00 
pO ES CO aaa re 2,000.00 
Income—Carnegie Endowment Fund. 4,500.00 
Income—Endowment Fund .......... 1,757.32 


A.L.A. Publishing Funds— 
EE eee $3,534.14 
Erne 7,611.02 


Interest—January-December 


11,145.16 
67.21 


Contributions for Russian Librarians 1? ro 
Public Speaking Course.............. 
IR aca 5 nad n/a Gb o5 bene e bose 0a 'ed 135, 00 
Contribution—Books for Burope...... 10.00 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial 
for Union List of Periodicals Com- 
DD “nik cileae Abie at heme a dears 3,000.00 
$45,321.01 
Expenditures 
ED is 05 s-tns ctecn deaeakad $ 7,427.44 
NN EI COCR OEE Nee 2,014.92 
CO RR ee 2,077.72 
eae itn am sak «nen dion 18,765.94 
Additional Service .......... 2,386.02 
ES re ere 1,017.21 
Postage, telegraph, telephone 1,406.02 
MiscellaneouS . ....-sccsees 220.50 
President’s contingent fund 50.00 
sk Ass dn ek phew a nene oh 251.24 
A.L.A. Publishing Funds.... 4,500.00 
Endowment Fund ........... 00.00 
Office equipment ............ 76.95 
eee ne Aa ew 0:00. beter 106.25 
Russian Relief .............. 110.3 
————. 40,610.51 
Balance, December 31, .. “4 1,360.50 
Permanent balance, Nat’l B 
ED is 46,0 Ab Me ea ESO 250.00 
ea 100.00 
Laura Spelman _ Rockefeller 
Memorial for Union List of 
Periodicals Committee - 8,000.00 
————_ 4,710.50 
$45,321.01 
PUBLISHING FUNDS 
Receipts 
Balance, January 1, 1923............. 384.76 
Income—Carnegie Endowment Fund. 4,500.00 
MED GE DURNCRTIOMB. «6. ccc cccccccace ,198.41 
ere 0,245.68 
Sale of books (review copies)........ 1,800.00 
Interest, January-December ......... 10.36 
$49,139.21 
Expenditures 
I oe ss a la yatta el $ 6,637. » 
Premting Booklist .......i000. 3,255.3 
CS ere T 2e8 11 
Express and postage........ 3,347.81 
ERR ee eo eR 1,423.19 
I, 6.0 san og whem cme GS 320.84 
EEE ie ae ee 185.9 
ES Ore 21,019.61 
Sa a eck kha cam kek 106.25 
Office equipment ............ 115.27 
ns a 22.52 
.A. General Funds, Head- 
— expense— 
1922 account ....$3,534.14 
1923 account .... 7,611.02 
———— 11,145.16 
———_——— 48, 838.17 


Balance, pessmiber 31, 1923..$ 201.04 
Petty cas 1 


ee ee 


301.04 
$49,139.21 
WAR FUNDS 
Recelpts 
Balance, January 1, 1923............. $70,416.18 
United War Work Campaign ae 1,094.74 
Re se ree 257.68 


Interest, Liberty Bonds and Govern- 


ment of Dominion of Canada Bonds 1,979.89 
Interest, January-December 333.94 


$74,082.43 
Expenditures 
A.L.A. General Funds, Head- 
quarters expense ......... $ 2,000.00 
PRP ,393.13 
American Library in Paris.. 1,476.50 
se Be | Pere ,000. 
Miscellaneous .........-+.... 2,764.82 
Men in institutions not 
OOrves BE TW: Benn cscecscce 2,581.00 
23,215.45 


Accrued interest paid on bonds, Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Com- 


WOM | sc keewckiiedsetkehuneseabenas deb 32.08 
$23,247.53 
Balance, December 31, 1923..$ 839.90 
Bonds,  eryaed & War 
ND: bbc cwedep sence ences 30,145.00 
Bonds, “Gov't of Dom. o 
TE 55.0% s:i0cen chen ene 10,000.00 
Bonds, Amer. Tel. & Tele- 
graph Co. (par value $10,- 
GOED $alb ine hind Sib aeweenen 850. 
50,834.90 
$74,082.43 
BOOKS FOR EVERYBODY FUND 
Receipts 
Balance, January 1, 1928............. $14,512.94 
New cash contributions and 
— on pledges— 
OS See $ 2,934.60 
Liberty ee 1,000.00 
3,934.60 
Interest, Liberty Bond coupons...... 57.37 
Interest, January-December ........ 36.03 
Refund from Publishing Funds...... 770.27 
$19,611.21 
Expenditures 
Books for the blind.......... $ 1,418.73 
Library extension .......... 528.25 
Book lists, reading courses 
and book publicity........ 5,700.39 
General library publicity.... 628.93 
ON a ee ee 349.48 
DE: ia catccokseakows 91.41 
Endowment Fund— 
LO | ee aay: 496.97 
Liberty Bonds 3,000.00 
3,496.97 
12,214.16 
Depreciation on Liberty Loan 
nds_ sol ug. 15 and 
eer ere 82.01 
Accrued interest paid on 
Bonds, Southern Railway 
Gs. 445 ha dend ba aeas see ead 9.33 
91.34 


$12,305.50 
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Balance, December 31, 1923..$ 1,340.71 Accrued interest paid on bonds— 
Bonds—Liberty ............. ,000.0 Southern Railway Co............... 28.00 
Bonds—Southern Railway Co. —— 
(par value $1,000.00)....... 965.00 $ 475.36 
———_ 7,305.71 Balance, December 31, 1923..$ 1,670.73 
ae Bonds—Southern Railway Co. 
$19,611.21 (par value $3,000.00)....... 2,895.00 4.568.78 
BOOKS FOR EUROPE FUND OO 
$ 5,041.09 
Receipts BUILDING FUND 
July 9, 1923, Laura Spelman Rocke- Receip 
feller Memorial, for purchase of Contributions, Jan. 23- ty 31, 1923..$ 263.25 
American books and periodicals for Interest, January- December ......... 5.04 
European libraries ................ $ 5,000.00 is 
Interest, July-December ............ 41.09 $ 268.29 
. Expenditures 
$ 5,041.09 None. 
Expenditures Balance, December 31, 1923........... $ 268.29 
Polish Libraries ............ $ 386.59 Respectfully submitted, 
Fe RS eee 60.77 EDWARD D. TWEEDELL, 
447.36 December 31, 1923 Treasurer. 
A. L. A. BUDGET, 1924 
ESTIMATED INCOME FROM ALL FUNDS GENERAL FUNDS 
(Except the A. L. A. Building Fund) , og pen 
Balance on hand January 1, 1924— ae =e r 
General Funds .......... $ 4,710.50 feller Mem. for Union 
Publishing Funds ........ 301.04 List of Periodicals 
. 2 Sore 50,834.90 COMMMMIREOO 2. ccc ecceces 3,000.00? ery 
Books for Everybody Fund 7,305.71 4,710.50 
Books for Europe Fund.. 4,565.73 Membership Dues— 
<ccasannsiaomnl 67,717.88 Annual dues .......... $17,000.00 
Membership. dues— Life Memberships .... 200.00 
ND rere $17,000.00 —————__ 17,200.00 
See ee 450.00 Dues of chapters and affiliated 
Life memberships ....... 200.00 I alain sd ckb she dd Moke a aso 450.00 
17,650.00 Conference registration ......... 1,200.00 
Conference registration .... 1,200.00 se eS SE eae 2,000.00? 
Income from endowments— Income—Endowment Fund ...... 1,700.00 
The Endowment Fund....$ 1,700.00 Carnegie Corporation of New 
Carnegie Endowment Fund 4,500.00 York— ; 
Oberly Memorial Fund... | 45.00 For Temporary Library Train- 
Be 6,245.00 ing Board .........+..+-..--: 10,000.002 
c C . t For The American Library in 
a ag orporation 0 DE ceictgeivtes daesenviarncis 7,500.00 
For Temporary Library A. L. A. Publishing 
Traiming Board ........ $10,000.00 Funds— 
For preparation of a text- ff are $ 3,000.00 
a 5,000.00 Pe SE ws ee esacccosinns 9,350.00 
——————_ 15,000.00 12,350.004 
For the American Library NE | debadewnwcds stdiewawmemnkes 60.00 
‘i in — eaten naa anes 7,500.00 $57,170.50 
ecounts receivable— . 
General publications ....$ 4,500.00 ; Estimated Expenditures 
RE eo ag oe a tc aan ave 2,800.00 I: esicad te nsdeeahsneawmnirw saath $ 4,500.00 
—————— 7,300.00 an sail ak nensenserinod:ties 2,100.00 
Publishing Funds sales— ommittees and Boards— . 
Publications .............. $30,000.00 0 nee Ae eR © 5.000.08 
Booklist subscriptions 8,500.00 Committee of five..... 1,000.00 
Books (review copies).... 1,800.00 Temporary Library 
40,300.00 Training Board— 
hos Salaries ..... $5,060.00 
Books for Everybody Fund— Travel ...... 3,500.00 
EEE 1,000.00 Stationery sup- 
Books for Europe Fund.... 5,000.00 plies, print- 
American Committee for ing of forms, 
Devastated France, for reports, etc. 450.00 
Paris Library School..... 50,000.00 Postage, tel- 
Interest on bank balances— ephone, tel- 
General Funds ........... $ 60.00 egraph 350.00 
Publishing Funds ........ 10.00 Sundries .... 70.00 
TU I cna an. 6'6 boo 200.00 Contingent .... 570.00 
Books for Everybody Fund 10.00 aa $10.000.00* 
Books for Europe Fund.. 60.00 Union List of Period- 
340.00 icals— 
Interest on bonds— Salaries ....... $2,800.00 
2 ae $ 1,500.00 Expenses ...... 200.00 
Books for Everybody Fund 75.00 — 3,000.00 
1,575.00 —oomeemetommcnenneeoniaes ————__ 16,000.00 
—————_—_ *Approved by Temporary Library Training 
$220,827.88 Board and by Executive Board. 
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na hp ate w se bd sseeah be 17,457.00 
Additional service ..............+- 1,000.00 * 
OO OOS ee 1,200.00 
Postage, telegraph, telephone.... 1,500.00 
ee QE OCLC 500.00 
President’s contingent fund...... 100.00 
EY Sch aha aa cheb AO eb a debs 500.00 
Madowment Fund ........-csce0. 200.00 
Sh GUUEDERONE 2 .cccccccccceses 200.00 
I aid win aN a Kad aed anal 125.00 
European  representative’s con- 

EE GUE. fac nik an aou 05.04 s0eee 200.00 
American Library in Paris....... 7,500.00 
Pe EPUGME .cccucscescivees 3,988.50 
PEED v5.06 +5040 cose ebawas es 100.00 

$57,170.50 


PUBLISHING FUNDS 
Estimated Income 





Balance, January 1, 1924......... $ 301.04 
Accounts receivable— 

General publications .......... 4,500.00 

RR ee 2,800.00 
Income—Carnegie Endowment 

AER EEE, WENT Oe ee Ee 4,500.00 
Carnegie Corporation of N. Y.— 

For preparation of a textbook 5,000.007 
Males Gf publications. .....6..60... 30,000.00°* 
Booklist subscriptions ............ 8,500.00 * 
Sale of books (review copies)... 1,800.00 
oo 6 sein ene vena treee dees 10.00 

$57,411.04 

Estimated Expenditures 

ioe ae kk bide, cic aace ie mae $12,260.00° 
EY SU on ak, 4 6 lo th ree ce ,500.00 
oak tale Wa s & wile ei aaa 1,300.00 
Express and postage............. 3,500.00 
a as ests diol ws OS wi ak 1,500.00 
ESE ee ee re 400.00 
I a a ihn ak did doh. We ae Oe 350.00 
EEE ED 15,326.04” 
Preparation of a textbook— 

Salary of author....... $3,600.00 

Fee for expert advice.. 250.00 

Conference with author 

and textbook expert.. 600.00 
Clerical assistance (for 
author) and miscella- 
BE uk 040 grepaigiecen 550.00 
- 5,000.00? 
I Bis tiniehig Jas aa pl Wie we cles eo Mmtinm 125.00 
i SM 0. 55 s'0 65 0200s sees 200.00 
Royalties 1923, * 984 ass dank arn ie 1,500.00 
A. L. A. General Funds, Head- 
quarters expense— 
ERISA ete | Sarr $3,000.00 
NL ei aie Sina k bem RE 9,350.00 
——— 12, aee. 004 
ge rr pe eee a 0.00 
$57,411.04 
WAR FUNDS 
Estimated Income 
Balance, January 1, 1924........ $50,834.90 
Interest, Liberty Bonds and Govt. 

of Dom. of Canada Bonds...... 1,500.00 
PE. 6 <caeicobe chee meke een eae 6 200.00 

$52,534.90 


Estimated Expenditures 
A.L.A. General Funds, Headquar- 


CD  \<2.660sn caenrcweins $ 2,000.00 
I es oon han Cea cdbaichebimn oe 5,000.00 4 
American Library in Paris...... 1,000.00 

ieee sree ee: 6,600.00 
SRR aS ae 2,500.00 
Men in institutions not served by 

A Aer aR ae 5,000.00 
Unappropriated DAMMOS cicccivcce 30,434.90 
$52,534.90 


BOOKS FOR EVERYBODY FUND 
Estimated Income 


Balance, January 1, 1924......... $ 7,306.71 

New cash contributions and pay- 
ments on pledges .............. 1,000.00 
Interest, Liberty Bond coupons.. 75.00 
WONG 6 b.0.0'000.00> an eedbedannaenss 10.00 
Refund from Publishing Funds... 250.00 
$ 8,640.71 

Estimated Expenditures 
Books for the blind.............. $ 1,764.00 

Book lists, reading courses and 
WON DED 5 0.000 cnn vscicecess 4,000.00 
General library publicity......... 500.00 
Endowment Fund ............... 1,867.30 
Depreciation on Liberty Bonds... 70.00 
Unappropriated balance ......... 439.41 
$ 8,640.71 


BOOKS FOR EUROPE FUND 
Estimated Income 


OSE eee $ 4,565.73 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Me- 
morial Fund 


PPI iss ee 5,000.00 
WIE n.d.k tie 00 00028005 oeBeus 60.00 

$ 9,625.73 

Estimated Expenditures 

Ant igs cv cctcveanenase $ 900.00 
ae 1,000.00 
GormGm MOCRPIS § ..ccccsccacesvess 4,000.00 
Hungarian libraries ............. 2,000.00 
oe ER re 1,655.10 
Unappropriated balance ......... 70.63 

$ 9,625.73 


PARIS LIBRARY SCHOOL BUDGET, 
JAN. 1, 1924-MAY 31, 1925 
Income 
To be received from American 
Committee for Work in Devas- 
tated France (to cover a period 
of two school years)............. $50,000.00 


Estimated Expenditures 
Salaries 


Ps Be EON a EB 16,905.00 
CE . 55-60 56020 cd Gens choeecaee 1,200.00 
Postage, cable, ‘telegram, telephone 500.00 
ge Re ATS 4,600.00 


Equipment (including 25 desks and 
chairs, about $1,400.00; catalog 
cases, about $100.00; typewriters, 
about $375.00; books and mis- 


-. eee equipment, $1,025.00). 2,900. of 


Di ade a0 4.5 qubdee bode eee 600.0 

a SE er ey re 1,025. 00 
$27,730.00 2 

Estimated expenditures in 1925.... 22,270.00 
$50,000.00 


OBERLY MEMORIAL FUND 
Estimated Income 

Oberly swept Fund—Interest on 

i ee $45.00 
Estimated Expenditures 

Income to be spent as an annual 

award, in the name of Eunice Rock- 

wood Oberly, to the compiler of the 

best bibliography of the year in the 


field of agriculture or the natural 
sciences 


‘This has been received. It is expected 
that the rest of the $10,000 appropriated prob- 
ably will not be called for in 1924, 

2 This is for continuing war service work. 

* This grant was voted on November 22, 
1923. It is being paid in quarterly install- 
ments beginning December 31, 1923. 

*This is 25 per cent of the receipts from 
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POPULARIZING TRAVEL BOOKS 


The vivid railway posters noticed by Amer- 
ican travelers in Europe, illustrated steamship 
and railway leaflets and guides, and other ef- 
fective exhibit material, are available free to 
librarians through the campaign to promote 
interest in travel books and books relating to 
foreign places and peoples, as an encourage- 
ment to foreign travel. 

The posters, and railway and steamship 
leaflets supplied by the Transatlantic steam- 
ship lines and by European railways may be 
obtained free on request from Miss Marion 
Humble, National Association of Book Pub- 
lishers, 334 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

Fanny Butcher’s article on books for 
round-the-world travelers, “Ports of a thou- 
sand romances,” and a window card and large 
world map, printed by the Canadian Pacific 
Steamship Company, are also distributed free 
by Miss Humble. A picture and description 
in The Library Journal of January 1 (p. 26) 
shows how the Syracuse Library is using this 
map. 

The United States Lines, 45 Broadway, 
New York, will, on application, send free 
copies of Edward Hungerford’s book, Plan- 
ning a trip abroad. 

Miss Clara Laughlin, whose lectures, books, 
travel courses and radio travel talks empha- 
size the literary and historic associations of 
foreign places, offers free to any librarian a 


typewritten travel lecture on France, Eng- 
land or Italy, which may be used in connec- 
tion with a travel exhibit. Address, The 
Clara Laughlin Travel Courses, 410 So. Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago. 

The ten best travel books ever written, ac- 
cording to the votes of visitors at an interna- 
tional travel exposition, are described in the 
Wanderlust bookshelf, an attractive and in- 
expensive short list for distribution. View- 
points in travel, a longer A.L.A. reading list, 
compiled by Josephine Rathbone, is an inter- 
esting guide to the traveler by rail, by water 
or by the unlimited route of imagination. 
These are published by the A.L.A.: Wan- 
derlust bookshelf, 2 p., 200 copies, $1; 1,000, 
$4. Viewpoints in travel, 82 p., 60c. 

The March issue of the Bookman will be 
a travel number, with articles by William 
McFee, Clara Laughlin, Maurice Lefemann, 
Elliott Blumenfeld and Evelyn Scott. 





A piece of good advertising matter can 
perform a four-fold office in a business li- 
brary—it can advertise the library to the 
community, it can advertise the resources of 
the library to those already its patrons, it can 
furnish material for attractive and enlighten- 
ing displays of various kinds, and finally it 
can become a permanent part of the library’s 
reference and research material_—Ethel Clel- 
and, “Advertising exhibits in a public library,” 
Inland Printer. 





sales of publications and Booklist subscriptions, 
including accounts receivable, less the salaries 
of the bill clerk and office boy which are being 
transferred in 1924 to the Publishing Funds 
inasmuch as practically all of their time is 
given to the publishing business. 

5’ The Executive Board authorized the Presi- 

dent and Secretary to apportion these funds 
to the Committees. 
‘This is smaller than last year because the 
salary of the office boy has been transferred 
to the Publishing Funds salary list and the 
salary of the office girl has been transferred 
to the salaries item in this budget. 

™This grant was voted November 22, 1923. 
A detailed budget was adopted by the Execu- 
tive Board “as a guide to the Chairman of 
the Editorial Committee and the Secretary.”’ 

®* We have assumed receipts in 1924 approxi- 
mately equal to those of 1923. 

* This figure is larger than the 1923 expendi- 
tures because it includes full salary for the 
Booklist editor for the whole year, an editorial 
assistant’s salary, which has heretofore been 


carried in the publications item, and the sal- 
aries of the bill clerk and office boy, which 
have formerly been carried in the General 
Funds budget. 


” Deductions on account of editorial as- 
sistant’s salary and other unusual expenses 
caused by the editorial work on the A.L.A. 
Catalog would justify reducing this item from 
$21,366 last year to about $14,000. 


11In a letter of November 9 General Hines 
said, “‘Assurance is given that the services 
of the American Library Association will be 
requested in every instance where such serv- 
ice will be of mutual interest.’’ It is not an- 
ticipated that there will be any considerable 
calls. For that reason the appropriation is 
relatively small. 


2 The budget for the first year totals $27,- 
730.00 leaving the sum of $22,270.00 for the 
expenses of the second year. The sum of 
$2,730.00 is thus assigned from the second half 
of the total sum to the first year for initial 
expenses. 
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ONSTRUCTION work on the Ameri- 
C can War Memorial Library at the Uni- 
versity of Louvain, Belgium, is now almost 
entirely suspended for lack of funds. A third 
part of the Library has been built at a cost 
of $400,000, and an additional sum of $500,000 
must be secured in order to complete this 
great educational, patriotic and_ spiritual 
project. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the A.L.A. 
endorsed this movement at the Detroit Con- 
ference, the appeal for funds issued by Presi- 
dent Utley brought from many parts of the 
country only a meager and disappointing re- 
sponse. 

It has been suggested that we set ourselves 
a quota of $5,000. This sum will make pos- 
sible an A.L.A. Memorial Column in the Li- 
brary building, and it is expected that every 
member will contribute one dollar or more 
even though they may have responded to 
earlier appeals. 

By direction of the Executive Board, I am 
asking you for immediate help. Will you 





not present this important matter to the 
trustees of your library, to library workers 
not members of the A.L.A., and to others 
who may be interested, and send a check cov- 
ering such contributions to Edward D. Twee- 
dell, Treasurer, 78 E. Washington Street, 
Chicago, marked “For Louvain Library.” 
The Library will be our tribute to the im- 
mortal heroism of Belgium. It will also be 
our War Memorial in that country. It will 
perpetuate the memory of our own men who 
fell there. 

We must help now and prove by our re- 
sponse to this appeal that we have not for- 
gotten Belgium or our own men.—J. T. J. 


DUCATION is just as important to our 

national life as commerce, agriculture, 
labor or the army. Not until it is so recog- 
nized by placing a secretary in the President’s 
cabinet will it have the attention necessary to 
its development. Schools and libraries have 
for years found it necessary to spend part of 
their strength in fighting an apathetic public 
for support, and in experimentation and re- 
search which should be done by a central gov- 
ernment department. With public attention 
focused upon educational needs through a 
Department of Education, our schools and 
libraries will develop greater efficiency in 
bringing adequate educational opportunities to 
all our citizens.—J. T. J. 


HAVE had many interesting visits to li- 

braries,” says H. M. Lydenberg of New 
York in a personal letter to Mr. Bishop of 
Ann Arbor, “and am convinced the work of 
our Committee will bear fruit for many a 
day. The Rockefeller Memorial never did a 
better thing than when it gave that money. 
The way these fellows have struggled in 
eastern Europe to keep the lamp of learning 
going through all these years of war and 
famine and want and poverty and misery 
seems to me a feat of heroism we may be 
proud of assisting. It’s hard to give them 
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too much credit, and I am certain whatever 
help we can offer will bear much fruit.” 

The reference is to the $10,000 appropriated 
by the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial 
for the purchase of books for libraries in cen- 
tral and eastern Europe. Mr. Lydenberg’s 
statement should also serve to remind libra- 
rians of the contribution which they can make 
‘by selecting from their duplicates and from 
contributed volumes books to be forwarded to 
Europe under the supervision of the Com- 
mittee on Library Co-operation with Other 
Countries. The needs are for files of learned 
society publications and important periodicals 
and for books which represent American 
thought in science, art, industry and litera- 
ture. Every library can probably make up a 
package of some size and forward it prepaid 
to the Bureau of International Exchanges, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., 
marked “Books for Europe.” The books will 
be sorted in Washington and forwarded to 
libraries in the several countries where the 
need for American publications is known to 
exist. 


DUCATION for librarianship will be 
an important subject at the Saratoga 
Springs Conference as it was at the Chicago 
Mid-Winter Meetings. 
brary Training Board will submit its report 
to the Council for action. 


The Temporary Li- 


It is possible also 
that a general session will be devoted to a 
discussion of the subject. Apparently the 
Williamson report and the appointment of 


the Temporary Board have come at the right 


FACTS FOR 


HE Obregon administration in Mexico 
has put into effect the following edu- 
cational program: 

“The educational budget was raised from 
5,000,000 pesos under Carranza to 50,000,000 
under Obregon. Five hundred libraries were 
organized and a million copies of a children’s 


time. Members of the profession all over 
the country and in all kinds of library work 
are interested as never before. Possibly we 
are entering a period of reorganization, 
standardization and extension of training sim- 
ilar to that through which other professions 
have recently passed. It is fortunate that 
those who are charged with the chief re- 
sponsibility in the study of the problem are 
acquainting themselves not only with our 
needs but with the experiences of the pro- 
fessions of medicine, law, dentistry, etc., in 


meeting similar needs. 


HATEVER else may result from the 
attention now being given to library 
training, 


one conclusion 


seems inevitable, 
namely, that library schools should have more 
money. Even in a profession that has grown 
expert in making one dollar do the work of 
two, the achievements of library school fac- 
ulties are extraordinary. Probably no other 
group of professional training agencies has 


ever accomplished so much with so little. 


DULT Education will also hold a prom- 

inent place in the conferences of libra- 
rians and other educators in the near future. 
Some libraries have already begun to give 
special emphasis to adult education activities. 
Others look upon this type of work as the 
library’s great opportunity of the future. 
The Program Committee plans to recognize 
this growing interest by devoting one general 
session at Saratoga Springs to the subject. 
There may also be an informal round table 


meeting of persons especially interested. 


TRUSTEES 


reader were printed; 400,000 volumes were 
brought from Spain to be distributed in li- 
braries and schools. The classics, a hundred 
of them, were to be printed in lots of 6,000 
apiece, for sale at cost to the public and for 
free and_ schools. 
These classics included Plato, Dante, Shake- 


distribution to libraries 
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speare, Goethe and others. Educational mis- 
sionaries on the back of little burros trav- 
ersed the mountains and valleys accompanied 
by other burros carrying a collection of books 
on their backs to organize schools in little 
villages. The Indian arts, and music and 
drawing were studied and cultivated. Classes 
in popular music with thousands of workers 
participating were organized in the City of 
Mexico and other places. A vigorous cam- 
paign against illiteracy was inaugurated. The 
air was vibrant with the enthusiastic attempt 
to build schools and educate children. That 
was something new in Mexico. The carrying 
out of this program would make one part of 
the revolution complete. It would give spir- 
itual and cultural equality to the masses.”— 
Frank Tannenbaum in The Survey, January 1, 
1924. 


HERE are two revolutions going on in 
Mexico. The second and the more im- 
portant we never hear about. This is the 
revolution in art and letters, for Mexico is 
slowly sloughing her acquired western civili- 
zation and the spirit of her ancient culture is 
being re-awakened. 
Ernest Gruening has recently been in Mex- 


ico and in describing “The Mexican Renais- 
sance” in the February Century he says: 

“Stimulated by Vasconcelos, the minister of 
education, there is springing up throughout 
Mexico a keen and awakened interest in every 
form of indigenous self-expression, native 
music, folk dances, the arts, the crafts. The 
first children’s library in Mexico is decorated 
with a charming series of—Little Red Riding- 
Hood! For this, as Vasconcelos told me, is 
universal. In every corner the younger paint- 
ers, some of them little more than boys, are 
at work, painting—painting with a verve un- 
known elsewhere—working all of them as 
craftsmen for day wages, and glorying in 
their opportunity. Mexico is adopting the 
American educational methods in so far as 
they distribute schools quantitatively, and 
through the American library system make 
books accessible to all without cost. Vas- 
concelos has made a promising start with his 
fifteen-hundred circulating mule-back li- 
braries.” 


Mr. Gruening thinks that the most important 
help the United States can give Mexico is to 
leave it alone. He says that Mexico, with her 
oriental point-of-view, situated in the midst 
of Western civilization is working out a solu- 
tion to her dilemma which will be of world- 
wide significance. 


SALARY STATISTICS 


MEDIUM-SIZED PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The A.L.A. Committee on Salaries presents 
the following table of 1923 salary statistics 
for medium-sized public libraries. Figures 
for 1922 will be found in the A.L.A. BuLLe- 
TIN for January 1923. 

Definitions and directions given to the 
libraries which furnished the statistics are 
embodied in the statements which follow and 
which should be read in connection with the 
tables. 

1. The minimum and maximum figures re- 
fer to salaries which were actually being paid 
at the time the figures were submitted. 





2. All positions listed, with the exception 
of Junior Assistants, are assumed to be filled 
by employees with library training or with 
years of experience sufficient to serve as an 
equivalent. 


3. Salaries of librarians and assistant li- 
brarians, typists, bookkeepers, stenographers 
and shelvers are not included. 


4. First Assistants includes first assistants 
in branches and departments, but not first as- 
sistant librarian. 


5. Children’s Librarians excludes the head 
of the children’s department (included under 
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Department Heads) and includes only those 
who have had special training or an equivalent 
experience in children’s work. 

6. Catalogers excludes head of the cata- 
log department (included under Department 
Heads) and includes only those who are actu- 


ally doing expert cataloging as distinct from 
clerical or routine work in the catalog de- 
partment. 

7. Library Assistants presupposes a mini- 
mum of six months’ training except in the 
case of assistants of an equivalent amount of 


SALARY STATISTICS MEDIUM 
Compiled by the A. L. A. 



















































































Department Branch First Children’s 
eads Librarians Assistants Librarians cotelnnees 

City Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. 
Berkeley ............. 1680 2160 1260 1380 1680 1860 1860 1860 1680 1680 
Bridgeport ........... 1500 1800 1200 1500 1200 1600 or ores oom 
eer eee 1392 1800 1200 1200 eee toed 1392 1800 1200 1500 
EE 6s.ccccneantdoxs 1680 1980 1080 1320 1260 1440 a 1140 een 1440 
PL, ase sccrcscaeaesese 1380 1860 cece ccoe 1080 1320 Shane 1320 1080 1320 
Evansville ............ 1800 2400 1020 1800 840 1620 ve ee 900 1500 
Fort Worth.......... 1020 1560 ease 1560 cee eeee oases 1200 eons cece 
BE tube wieeenavened 1500 1980 1080 1680 960 1440 960 1800 960 1440 
Harrisburg ...........+++. conn ane _— 1620 ma 1440 1580 
Houston .............. 1500 2040 1200 1500 1200 1500 hon 1020 —— 1200 
Jacksonville .............. oees 1320 1500 1440 1500 1440 1560 
Kansas City, Kan......... 1380 . 1380 1200 1380 atin 1380 eons 1380 
Nashville ............. 1200 1200 840 1020 Sai 1380 600 1200 960 1200 
New Bedford.......... 1565 1800 928 1200 1350 1421 Senn oan 
New Haven........... 1440 2000 1200 1420 1200 1320 alee 1360 1500 2% 
Paterson ............. 1560 1800 1320 1320 siniace ones are 1320 1140 1320 
Rockford ............. 1680 1800 1440 1500 1200 1500 1440 1500 1320 1440 
Saint Joseph.......... 1560 1800 1140 1440 1080 1140 1800 1800 1560 1560 
San Diego............. 1440 1560 1200 1380 1080 1260 1200 1380 1080 1260 
Savannah ...........- 1500 1620 1200 1500 1020 1200 1500 1620 1200 1500 
Sioux City............ 1500 1800 1080 1380 960 1500 960 960 960 960 
Somerville ............1100 1413 1256 1360 1100 aia 995 ate 1100 
Spokane ........0+.... 16206 1920 1380 1560 er onee cove ° 
TACOMA cccccccccccccs 1800 2040 1260 1320 1320 1470 1200 1290 
Trenton ......... eee. 1620 2220 cece ee 
WOMKCES .cccccccccccccccce cows cece 1650 cece eceac 1440 vee coos 
Youngstown .......... 1680 2400 1500 1020 1500 780 1500 ian 1680 





1 Figures for year ending June 30, 1924. 
21924 figures. 

% Income from taxes only. 

* Actual population nerves 140,000. 
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experience who hold positions of equal stand- elementary training or have qualified through 
ing and importance with those who have had satisfactory substitute or other experience for 
training. this class. 

8. Junior Library Assistants (sub-profes- The compilation has been done by Miss 
sional) includes only assistants with high Elizabeth M. Smith of the Committee. 
school preparation. They may have had brief Cartes H. Compton, Chairman. 


SIZED PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Committee on Salaries 






















































































sane 
Including 
Library Junior Library Popu- Total Total Janitor 
Assistants Assistants lation Income Salaries and En- 
Min. Max. Min. Max. 1920 1923 1923 gineer City 
1200 1440 56,036 61,031 37,233 34,589 Berkeley 
1000 1200 540 900 143,555 192,299 82,850 76,000 Bridgeport 
158,976 29,000 16,156 13,792 Dallas 
780 1260 660 reer 98,917 68,500 39,680 33,180 Duluth? 
1080 8=.: 1272 780 1020 93,372 45,0007 27,169? 25,7231 Erie 
840 1320 624 624 92,293 92,788 49,862 46,070 Evansville 
900 ©1080 ees 720 106,482 26,4015 13,6895 12,055° Fort Worth 
960 1380 eer Sissies 55,3787 75,000 39,000 32,000 Gary 
840 ©1320 bath ee 75,917 24,000 13,500 12,500 Harrisburg 
900 §=©1200 600 900 138,276 50,000 27,000 25,000 Houston 
1020 = 1200 600 900 91,558 36,000 18,556 17,675 Jacksonville 
1140 ©1320 ee 1140 101,177 31,000 17,250 13,020 Kansas City, Kan. 
600 1020 ee 118,342¢ 34,000 20,820 17,940 Nashville 
1177 ~—s« 1600 1000 han 121,217 73,665 51,297 34,286 New Bedford 
1080 =: 1360 900 1075 162,519 100,292 60,000 52,288 New Haven 
1140 = 1400 900 1080 135,866 65,818 40,774 35,014 Paterson 
1140 =: 1200 900 960 65,651 57,6453 30,766 26,791 Rockford 
840 1020 77,939 55,000 30,625 27,500 Saint Joseph 
1080 =: 11260 780 1020 74,683 72,500 49,988 47,048 San Diego 
840 960 720 840 83,252 25,500 16,800 16,020 Savannah 
71,227 50,480 29,300 26,100 Sioux City 
942 = 11100 785 pies 93,091 66,248 40,4815 32,471 Somerville 
1020 = 1320 ibex isan 104,438 77,100 49,986 42,276 Spokane 
1200 =: 1320 960 1200 96,965 54,005 36,009 30,198 § Tacoma 
1200 = 1560 720 1140 119,289 61,580 37,993 36,073 Trenton 
1200 =: 1888 840 1200 100,176 36,680 18,670 15,830 Yonkers 
720 8 =©1020 swe eee 132,358 77,000 43,000 40,500 Youngstown 
fa ag ‘ochool we Regn Boge ye = for admission to this grade. No one without such training ranked 
as a regular r of sta 


™ Population served 65,819 including 4 rural townships. 
*’ Excludes pages also. 
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The establishment of a library of poetry 
for public use and in the interest of scholar- 
ship is proposed by Harold Palmer Piser in 
a letter sent to two thousand periodicals and 
individuals. The “Library of Poetry” as 
planned would index and preserve every po- 
etical work, translations included, that has 
been published in the English language, and 
would include a complete biographical and 
critical collection relating to poetry, poets 
and historical backgrounds. The library staff 
would offer assistance to all who are in any 
way interested in poetry, and would loan 
books and give access to files and collections. 

Mr. Piser solicits views and suggestions as 
to how such a collection of volumes and 
periodicals and a suitable home for their safe- 
keeping might be acquired and maintained. 
Communications should be addressed to him 
at 1361 Webster Avenue, New York City. 





The National Grange, at its recent meeting 
in Pittsburgh, passed the following resolu- 
tion approving the county plan of library or- 
ganization: 


Whereas: Public libraries have become 
such an important factor in the social life of 
the towns and cities; and 


Whereas: Those living in the villages 
and on the farms are deprived of library 
service because of the much greater propor- 
tional cost under such conditions ; 


Therefore, be it resolved: That the Na- 
tional Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, ap- 
proves of the County Library plan, which 
has proven very successful in Maryland, Ohio, 
Indiana and many other states, and hopes to 
see it universally adopted. 


The State Parent-Teacher Association Con- 
vention of Pennsylvania, at its meeting in 
October at Franklin, endorsed the County 
Library system as the solution of the library 
problem for country districts and urged the 
extension in all sections of the state. 





AMERICAN PEACE AWARD 

The American Peace Award Committee has 
made its selection of “the best practicable 
plan by which the United States may co-oper- 
ate with other nations to achieve and preserve 
the peace of the world.” 

The winning plan in brief proposes 

I. That the United States shall immediate- 
ly enter the Permanent Court of International 
Justice, under the conditions stated by Secre- 
tary Hughes and President Harding in Feb- 
ruary, 1923. 

II. That without becoming a member of 
the League of Nations as at present consti- 
tuted, the United States shall offer to extend 
its present co-operation with the League and 
participate in the work of the League as a 
body of mutual counsel under conditions which 
1. Substitute moral force and public opinion 
for the military and economic force ori- 
ginally implied in Articles X and XVI. 
Safeguard the Monroe Doctrine. 

Accept the fact that the United States will 

assume no obligations under the Treaty 

of Versailles except by Act of Congress. 

4. Propose that membership in the League 
should be opened to all nations. 

5. Provide for the continuing development of 
international law. 


wN 


The referendum now being conducted is na- 
tion-wide. Many hundreds of public libraries, 
federated clubs, American Legion posts, 
chambers of commerce, labor organizations, 
newspapers, Rotary and civic clubs, colleges, 
churches, granges, scientific, technical and 
commercial groups are participating. The or- 
ganizations co-operating in taking the ref- 
erendum are not thereby endorsing the plan 
but merely assisting in getting the question 
before their constituency. Ballots have been 
sent to all A.L.A. members. Additional ballots 
for distribution to any who have not had op- 
portunity to vote are obtainable from the office 
of the American Peace Award, 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 


The committee hopes to present the plan 
to the United States Senate accompanied by 
valid evidence of popular opinion upon it. 
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WANTS, OFFERS 


Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice of 
books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 

WANTS 


Baptist Seminary, L. R. Elliott, librarian, 
Library Box 37, Seminary Hill, Texas. 
Girdlestone’s Synonyms of the Old Testa- 
ment, Longmans 1871; Kennedy’s Studies in 
Hebrew synonyms, 1898; Phillip’s Musical 
pilgrimage around the world, 1887. 


City Library Association, Hiller C. Well- 
man, librarian, Springfield, Mass. American 
Cookery, June and July 1919; American Jour- 
nal of Nursing, January 1920; Collier’s 
Weekly, October 11 and December 27, 1919; 
Congressional Digest, October and November 
1922, January 1923; Commercial and Finan- 
cial Chronicle Supplement, May 13, 1922; 
Elementary School Journal, September 1921; 
Engineering and Mining Journal, January 3, 
1920; Harper’s Bazar, November and De- 
cember 1919, May and June 1923; Inde- 
pendent, July 2, 16, 30, August 13, 27, and 
September 10, 1921; Iron Age, April 13, 1922. 


Clark University Library, Louis N. Wil- 
son, librarian, Worcester, Mass. Journal of 
Geography, February 1904; Journal of Amer- 
ican Geographical Society, Vol. 30; Journal 
of school geography, April 1920; Filson Club 
publications, No. 28; Mississippi Valley His- 
torical Review, Vol. 8, No. 1, Vol. 3, 1915; 
Publications Mississippi Historical Society, 
Vol. 7; National Waterways Commission, 
Document No. 11; Quarterly of the Oregon 
Historical Society, Vol. 1. 





The Birmingham Public Library again reg- 
isters a 100% membership in the A.L.A. The 
library pays the dues and allows the assistants 
the privilege of refunding the amount in cash, 
or by doing overtime work. 





As this Bulletin goes to press word is re- 
ceived of the death on January 27 of W. W. 
Appleton, publisher, for many years a trustee 
of the New York Public Library and trustee 
of the A.L.A. Endowment Funds. 


The U. S. Commissioner of Education is 
calling a National Conference on Home Edu- 
cation for one day in conjunction with the 
annual meeting of the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations at 
the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
May 7, 1924. Officers of the National Con- 
gress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, various state and city librarians and 
secretaries of library commissions, extension 
directors of state universities and others are 
being invited. Dr. Tigert hopes that through 
the united efforts of the agencies mentioned 
it may be possible “to give considerable im- 
petus to the library cause as well as to the 
general cause of home education.” The Sec- 
retary of the American Library Association 
will act as chairman of the Library Section 
of the Conference. 





In the death last November of A. S. 
Freidus, librarian of the Jewish Department 
of the New York Public Library, the library 
profession lost a distinguished member—lin- 
guist, bibliographer and specialist in Jewish 
history and literature. 





Only 123 travel certificates were turned in 
at the A.L.A. Headquarters desk during the 
Mid-Winter meetings. A minimum of 250 
were needed to entitle members to the reduc- 
tion of one-half on the return rate, granted 
upon this contingency by a number of passen- 
ger associations. 





The dates May 2-3, 1924, have been de- 
cided upon by The Pennsylvania Library Club 
and the New Jersey Library Association for 
the Atlantic City meeting; the place, as usual, 
the Hotel Chelsea. 




















Advance orders received now 


BOOKLIST Books 1923 


Ready in March 


BOOKLIST BOOKS 1923 is an annotated list of about 200 
of the best books of the year, chosen to meet the needs of librarians 
and library patrons. Seventy-five libraries of many types and sizes 
assist in the selection of these titles which represent the cream of 


the books recommended from month to month through the pages of 
The Booklist. 


There will be included as usual a list of technical books recom- 
mended by Donald Hendry, head of the Applied Science Reference 
Department of Pratt Institute Free Library. 


This year, upon request, an edition in durable paper cover will 
be available as well as the usual form. 
Prices 


In heavy paper cover 
oe al RI eg SE ar TPE INR? 45c 


Without cover (for advance orders only) 


MER rnb. SB che tnanta sac pete $2.50 
Se oe, nttin ns wn baba dade cumalie 4.00 
EE TRO Te EN 7.00 
100 or more copies................-. 10c each 


Quantities to be printed will be determined by advance orders. 
There will be only a limited surplus of the edition in heavy paper 
covers for later orders; the edition without covers will be printed to 
fill advance quantity orders only. Advance orders accepted until 


March 1. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


78 E. Washington Street, Chicago 

















